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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS

Life and death. They are with us constantly. We can allow the latter to grip us in
fear and barely live our lives or, we can embrace life and live each day with joy
and gratitude for the mercy God continues to show us. Jesus was born on earth
like one of us. God incarnate, a babe among us. He walked this earth in bare
feet and simple sandals, swallowing buckets of dust over the years, knowing
thirst and hunger, grief and pain. He endured harsh treatment from his town folk
as well as many others in the region. He knew the intimate fellowship of a few
close friends, the anointing of his feet by the loving compassion of a nameless
woman, the deep love of a courageous mother throughout his years here. These
things he knew, all the while growing in his love for humanity, in his confidence
and understanding of his mission and his love of God. Because of his
faithfulness, because of his understanding of God and GodOs promise, he did not
fear death. Instead, embracing life, he stepped forward and willingly dared
others to embrace it as well. In fact that teaching was so important he went to
the cross, even dying there, was buried and after three days blessedly rose to
life! For you. For me. For all. That we could finally stop fearing death and
embrace life.

Life and death. The worry about it can bring a quick end. Or, we can choose to
look forward and with confidence in Christ companioning us through, enjoy the
adventure that is before us. Those among us who are in their eighties and older,
give testimony time and again to the power of the choice to embrace life with
faith. They certainly do not get there embracing death. Yet every time we push
the church away in our life or even harder, close God out of our lives (as if that is
truly possible. It is not), we embrace a bit of death over life. For it is through
ChristOs body, the church, that we find our way through life with more joy and
wonder than we do alone. It is there that with other broken people, in faith, we
find our way to wholeness. That is why it is so vital that you and | grow in our
ability and desire to invite others into the church, ChristOs church. Too many
people are walking in the shadows of death without even knowing it because
they do not know Christ as their savior. They do not see the church as his body
here, now, able and willing to embrace them and journey with them through love



into deeper, more vital living. That hole, that emptiness within that is so familiar
that it seems normal, is the absence of an active faith, an active connection with
God in their lives. They need to be invited back into connection with their Savior.
They need to be reintroduced to that heavenly Spirit that carries them through
their days and is the very life breath within us that inspires us to do more than for
ourselves, that dares to love and connect with others and with God.

This Easter season, look around you. Consider who among your friends and
neighbors needs to be invited to church. Who needs to be reintroduced to the
body of Christ, the presence of God, the power of the Holy Spirit? Then invite
them back into life by joining us at church, in fellowship, in mission, as we all
strive to know God better and choose life over death by the power of ChristOs
resurrection and love.

Blessings,
Pastor Karen

COME JOURNEY WITH JESUS IN HIS LAST WEEK

Holy Week, the week we journey with Jesus through his death and resurrection,
begins this Sunday, April 5, 2009 with Palm Sunday. Worship is at 9:30a.m.
Come join us for a true celebration complete with a childrenOs palm parade,
frequent shouts of Hosanna! and a music jam following worship with our
Contemporary band. If you can play an instrument bring it along and be a part of
the fun and the music! April 9 is Maundy Thursday. We will share an experience
of the Upper Room with our Lord beginning at 7p.m. Come be a part of a most
holy moment of communion and grace as we prepare for JesusO arrest and
crucifixion. Then, on Good Friday, April 10, come join us at Lord of Life Lutheran
Church on St. Nicholas Dr. , North Pole, at 7p.m. for fellowship and 7:30p.m. for
service, for a special service of sounds and light as we share the tearing of
creationOs heart at ChristOs death. All of this we journey in faith together for
courage and strength so that come Sunday morning, Easter morning, April 12,
we can truly rejoice and shout Alleluia! to our Lord who has risen from the dead!
This morning we are rejoicing twice as much as we hold two worship services.
The first service will be at 9:30a.m., a Traditional celebration. A hot cross bun
brunch will follow at 10:30a.m. The second service will be a Contemporary
worship celebration at 11a.m.

So make your plans now and come join us for a most blessed and holy journey of
faith and life with our Savior Jesus Christ.

EASTER LILIES

Easter lilies that will grace our sanctuary during Easter Worship are available for
purchase for $12.00 each. Please mark you checks with OlilyO in the memo
portion, or pay Jackie Pananen and let her know if this is to honor an individual,
family, or someone else special in your life. Thank you. -Worship Committee



Maundy Thursday Service April 9" 7:00pm

Good Friday Service April 12"
at Lord of Life Lutheran Church
7:00pm Fellowship 7:30pm Worship

A\ . Easter Sunday Services Aprill2"
9:30am Traditional Easter Service

\ 10:30am Hot Cross Bun Brunc
11:00am Contemporary Easter Service
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THE FUN OF BEING YOUNG

Being young is fun! The young adult group is off to a great start. Gathering at
the Alaska Coffee Roasting House in Fairbanks has given way to some great
conversation and relaxation as we get to know each other and share something
of our lives and our faith. In our casual gatherings we have dreamed up some
fun events which have included going to the Ice Park together (ask us how that
went!) and this Friday, April 3, enjoying OFirst FridayO together gathering at the
New Horizon Gallery on 1st in Fairbanks at 6:30p.m. Our next conversation time
will actually be at the FileOs home on the corner of Hurst and Mission here in
North Pole, April 27, (a Monday) for dinner beginning at 6:30p.m. This is so that
those who canOt make Friday nights will have a chance to join us. If this fits you,
then make time on your calendar now and come join us on the 27th for good food
and fellowship. It would be great if you plan on coming to this dinner that you
contact Pastor Karen or Mrs. File so we make sure we have enough food! This
group is open to anyone in our Valley so invite a friend and come join us soon so
that the fun can grow. [To be a part of this group you need to be between the
ages of 18 (graduated from High School) and 35]. See you soon!

GRATITUDE GOES TO...

The Quilting group who has so graciously agreed to help Pastor Karen work up a
project with our LOGOS kids as we close the year together. Since LOGOS has
its last time together this year on April 8 during holy week, it seemed appropriate
to teach the story of JesusO death and resurrection. To help us remember and
celebrate on Easter Sunday, they are making a banner that they will present on
that morning. The QuilterOs together with the children will be making a lovely
visual of the journey of JesusO last week from Palm Sunday through Easter for
the congregation to enjoy. Thank you Quilters!...Thank you also goes to Cliff and
Jackie Pananen who made our sandwich board sign out on the road to help
advertise the services at church. It is a beginning to being able to let the
neighborhood know what is going on inside our building in a timely fashion. This
will be until we can afford a reader board or some sort of sign that we can
change the message on with easeEGratitude goes to the Lenten Bible Study



group who have so generously helped with meals to keep us fed while we
learned more about GodOs Word through the gspels. You have been great! The
body of Christ requires that we all do our part to keep the church moving and
growing. It takes each one of us to make that happen. Thank you to each of you
who bless our church through your work, prayers and presence. God bless you!

New Hope Women's Book Group Meeting

Monday, April 6th 6:00pm at Teri AustinOs house. We will read and discuss the
book QOO SOON OLD, TOO LATE SMART: Thirty True Things You Need to
Know NowOby Gordon Livingston, M.D. If interested, Marit has an extra book.
They are also available at Barnes and Noble. Bring your book and your thoughts
about this interesting and bestselling book.

JOIN THE WORSHIP TEAM!

Ever want to take a more active role in the worship service? Liturgists (readers),
ushers, communion servers, and acolytes (candle lighters) are always needed.
Never been called? Consider this your call. If you interested, or your child would
like to be an acolyte, we will hold a short training session so everyone is
comfortable with their part, and to ensure a meaningful time of worship. Contact
Patsy Bickmeier, Lori Buzby, or Jackie Pananen (488-2919) and let us know you
would like to take part. Thank you.

MUSICIANS

The summer season means an end to the regularly scheduled bell and vocal
choirs during the worship service. If you sing or play an instrument and would be
willing to share that gift with our church family, please let us know. It would be
wonderful to have special music for the summer services, as well as the rest of
the year.

There is always room in the choirs for more, as well. We stand close together,
but that doesnOt mean there isnOt a hole that needs to be filled. There is definitely
room for more bell players and more singers.

Please join one of the groups, or offer to share a special piece of your own. See
one of the Worship Committee, a choir member, or bell ringer for information.

COMING SOON : THE 30-HOUR FAMINE

"WILL STARVE FOR FOOD!" Friday-Saturday, April 24-25

Our youth will fast beginning at lunch on Friday and not eat until 6 pm on
Saturday. They will do a service project. They will feel a bit of what it feels like
to go hungry. They will study and pray for our neighbors both near and far who



don't have enough food for their children. They will learn how THEY can make a
difference!

Did you know that a third of the world lives on our latte money? More than 2
BILLION people live on less than two dollars a day. Check out the window
across from our fellowship table and watch as the light shines in as dolls are
taken down and $30 is donated to help a child live. The congregation can help
by purchasing a doll for $30. You can donate juice for the famine (not orange or
pineapple as it is too acidic.) You can donate bread (wheat), peanut butter, jelly,
snacks and cookies to fill lunch bags the kids will put together and donate to the
Catholic Church in town who feeds the hungry on the weekends when the
Stone Soup Cafe is closed. See Erin Hughes, Ingrid Clauson, Pastor Karen or
any of the participating youth if you have questions about how you can help
support this worthy project.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION at NEW HOPE
- Our 2009 Theme:
The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations - Do they really matter?

First, Radical Hospitality extends the kind of welcome Christ offers us-full,
unconditional acceptance--a willingness to lay aside personal preferences for the
good of the other. It rejects the concept of "Me, first." It looks with new eyes at
what we have done regularly and asks, "How might the new person see this?"

Second, Passionate Worship is found in a congregation that loves God and
worships fully and sincerely, without judgment. People are looking for churches
where worship is heartfelt and real, whether traditional or contemporary. They
want to know someone has taken the time to plan, prepare and present
everything in the service with excellence.

Third, Intentional Faith Development-the opportunity to grow in Christ through
classes for all ages offered regularly, with preparation and thought. The goal of
such classes is that people will be equipped to face life's challenges as they learn
to apply the truth of God's Word to their lives.

Fourth, Risk-taking Mission and Service challenges us to reach out to our world
in ways that cause us to have to trust God for the faith to complete the task.

Fifth, Extravagant Generosity mirrors exactly what Christ did for us. It is trusting
God to supply all of our needs as we are faithful to put him first.

So, how are we doing in emphasizing these practices so far?

-Radical Hospitality has helped us focus on first impressions by updating bulletin
boards and cleaning in the sanctuary, cry room, nursery, Sunday School rooms,
and back gathering area. New photos are being taken to show the active life in
our congregation; these will go in a new display that will continually allow others
to be added. Visitation is taking a good look at follow-up of regular attendees



and newcomers. Directional signs are on order & will be installed soon. A new
name tag system is in the works.

-Passionate Worship has developed new contemporary song inserts and our
contemporary choir is encouraging us to sing along by providing the words and
opportunity to join them in praise. Greater attention to detail in the visual colors
& symbols that represent the seasons of the church year are evident on the
table. Additions to the worship service in musical interludes and congregational
participation have been subtle and effective. Two worship services are being
offered on Easter to allow more people in; signage and publicity will help. That
Sunday for the first time we will offer two different types of services; traditional
and a contemporary.

-Under Intentional Faith Development we have added two new Bible studies, one
on Wednesday evenings and one on Thursdays. A VBS for early June is in the
works, and we have just said "yes" to a second week of children's ministry in late
July, led by a visiting missions team who has asked to come. We will work hand
in hand with them, and with these two ministries we will expand our time teaching
children this summer through the ministries of New Hope Church to
approximately 30 hours of contact.

-Risk-taking Mission and Service is evident in the continual commitment to a
Child Development Center and a new Christian Education Wing which will enable
us to extend our ministry into our community. The fundraising activities that
accompany this have stretched us in courageous ways-from writing letters to
friends, family and business associates, to hosting gatherings for our community
(PORTAL, more coming), to planning a bike rodeo to help children in our
community get their bikes repaired & to learn safety. Through all of this we press
on to show the love of Christ in new ways, even before the walls of the new
center go up.

-Extravagant Giving-I truly believe that the definition of this term should include a
picture of this congregation. Extravagant, absolutely. Our youth are devoting
themselves to a 30 hour fast later this month to alleviate world hunger. On their
first Sunday of fundraising, you gave $700. The food baskets were full and
overflowing Sunday in response to a need at the North Pole Food Pantry.

So does it matter that we are doing this? You decide.

Yours intentionally;
Linda File
Christian Education Director

P.S. A challenge: What is one change the ministry you are involved in could
make to bring young families into our church? Personally, do you know a young
family or young person you could invite to come to church with you? Write down
their name and begin praying . . . intentionally.



IT'S SPRING IN OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL!

April 5 - 11 am - "Hosanna!" A Palm Sunday Praise Event in the sanctuary. All
youth and adults are invited to join in a band jam hosted by our Contemporary
Choir! Bring instruments and your voices to unite in an hour of praise together.
The children will share in the first 15 minutes; they will then enjoy a flannelgraph
story of Holy Week and a craft in the back gathering area. The older elementary
students will stay in the sanctuary for the gathering. Come, people of all ages,
and support our musicians as they present Easter music and lead us in praise.

April 12 - Easter - No Sunday School

NEW ADULT CLASSES: April 19 — May 24
Look for three terrific adult classes to be offered for the final session of this
Sunday School year. An insert will be in Sunday's bulletin.

NEW HOPE Open Arms Child Development Center News
New Hope Open Arms Easter Egg Hunt for the children -

Qm? Saturday, April 11, at 11am-Alaskan style! The hunt will

easter -, 'J‘: . be held on the expansive grounds of the Santaland RV
epo (5 e Park in North Pole (St. Nicholas Drive). There will be

. separate hunting areas for various age levels for safety
£} and fun. Children should dress warmly and bring a
gathering basket. Hot chocolate and cookies will be
available. Donation buckets will be at the check-in tables for those in our
community who would like to make a contribution to the center. Invite everyone
you know with children preschool - 5th grade.

Help needed with coloring eggs and cookies. Call Brenda Sadler to offer your
assistance or to donate eggs or candy. (488-0655)

Plastic egg-filling session for Youth at the Files, Tuesday, April 7, 5pm

To help with the event, hiding eggs, crowd assistance, etc., call Dan File at
488-2690.



NEW HOPE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 1 D5, 2009
9:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.
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HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Before June

donate food for snacks donate craft materials
make signs make decorations
make or secure puppets publicity

Helpers needed during the Bible School




Worship Leader, musi c leader, piano player, nurse, registrar (Monday only),
crafts, games, story telling, group leaders and helpers, snack preparer and
server, science leader, bell ringer, morale supporter, smiling face.
Contact Geri Benshoof, 488 -6978 benshf@polarnet.com

Domestic Violence Awareness March

Domestic Violence Awareness Month evolved from the first Day of Unity
observed in October, 1981 by the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence.
The intent was to connect battered womenQOs advocates across the nation who
were working to end violence against women and their children. Since that time,
campuses and communities have held rallys, marches and educational seminars.
These activities are as varied and diverse as the program sponsors but have
common themes: mourning those who have died because of domestic violence,
celebrating those who have survived, and connecting those who work to end
violence. We now know that domestic violence is no respecter of race, creed,
religion, gender, educational background or financial means. It is pervasive and
is growing out of control.

This year Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Living will be marching in
Fairbanks, on Friday, May 1 at 7PM. For the first time, North Pole area residents
will be walking on that same date and time. We will meet at the corner of
Snowman Lane and 5th Avenue by Santa's Senior Center, proceed to Santa
Claus Lane where we'll stay on the east side of the street to the pedestrian
crossing in front of McDonald's. There, we'll cross the street and return to our
starting point via the west side of Santa Claus Lane.

Be a part of North Pole history. Mark your calendars now to set aside an hour of
your time to walk in support of those who are now or who have been victims.

Dear Children,

Please ask your parents if your family could make two
dozen dyed Easter eggs for our churchOs Easter morning
brunch. | f they say OYESO, pease let me know by calling
488 -0655.

Bring your eggs in an Easter basket to church by 9:30
Easter morning.

Thank you for helping out! Miss Brenda



P.S. Mom - Vegetable and Fruit Platters and Hot Cross Buns are also needed.
Please sign up next to the Fellowship Calendar.

NEW HOPE FAMILY/COMMUNITY EVENING April 17th
A Healthy Home = A Healthy Family = A Healthy Community

6:00 Healthy Foods: Bring your favorite OhealthyO dish, dessert, bread,
or saladEand copies of the recipe, if possible. (Donation)

6:30 Special Family Activity

7:00 Community Program
Healthy Home TipsEEEEE = EEEEEE  EEE.Roxie Rogers Dinstel
(Cooperative Extension)
Healthy GardeningEEEEEEEE EEEEE.. ..Mariji lllingsworth
(Master Gardener/LilyVale Farm)

Safety Issues - Carbon Monoxide/Radon/Etc. EE.North Star Fir e Department

Childcare: Children will create from recycled items.

OUTREACH MINISTRIES

One Great Hour of Sharing

The annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be on Sunday, April 12th.
This yearOs theme is OWhere Is Your Trease?O It correlates with the words
spoken by Christ during the Sermon on the Mount about not focusing too much
on OthingsO and more on actively doing the work of the Lord. This work is well
displayed through your contribution to this important offering that benefits people
in the United States and the world. Please note the three inserts placed in the
worship bulletins that give actual accounts of how OGHS money is spent.

You may also log on to http://www.pcusa.org/oghs for more information.

Offering envelopes will be placed in worship bulletin on Easter Sunday or you
may find extra envelopes at the back of the sanctuary. You may contribute to
One Great Hour of Sharing at any time during the next few weeks. If paying by
check, please put OOGHSO ihé memo. If donating cash, please mark the
payment with your name and OOGHSO.

A big thank you in advance goes to the Sunday School children who will be
concentrating on filling up their Ofish banksO with coins as they contemplate the
needs of the worldOsoor, hungry and destitute. Fish banks will be distributed in
Sunday School.

Jubilee Center Food Pantry




Thank you for the quick response to the call for more food donations to the local
North Pole food pantry. Your effort at remembering to Ograb anotheO as you
work your way down the aisles at the grocery store is greatly appreciated. Grab
any type of non-perishable healthy food item Dt will certainly not go unused at
the pantry!

Particular needs of the pantry are breakfast bars, peanut butter/cracker
packages, instant lunches, and ramen noodles. Rev. Hunter disperses these to
students in the public schools as needed.

Habitat For Humanity

Please contact Lynne Krizek (488-1244) if you are interested in doing work this
summer on the Apostle House, the house in Fairbanks that New Hope is co-
supporting with eleven other local churches.

Kaktovik Presbyterian Church

The camper/RV caravan to Deadhorse in June is still a go! If you have wanted to
drive the Haul Road but prefer to do it with others, now is your time! The Krizeks
are leaving their truck camper in Deadhorse and flying on to Barter
Island/Kaktovik to do some work on the Presbyterian Church. You are welcome
to follow us there! We plan to stay a few days so we can scope out plumbing
projects and paint the exterior of the church. Then it is back to Deadhorse and
Haul Road Ho! Please see the Krizeks if this type of summer vacation appeals to
you. Beautiful scenery, good fellowship and memories galore!

Contact 488-1244 / krizek@mosquitonet.com

EASTER NURSERY HELP NEEDED

In anticipation of Easter Sunday Services, we are seeking additional adult help in
the nursery for the 11am service.

To volunteer please see Erin Hughes or Francie Cork. Thank you.

ANNUAL NEW HOPE GARAGE SALE

Friday and Saturday,
July 10" and 11th
8:00am to 4:00pm

* Great New Hope Craft Materials Sale
* Bake Sale for the Child Development
Center




* Furniture, Housewares, Clothing, Tools, Toys
(in good condition - no electronics, please.

Basic
.. Instructions
=" + Before
; .. Leaving
S(OTELS
'6"5(’ / 5 ¢ Earth

If you combine the first letter of each word, it is the 'Human Manual'. | have
many times in the past, heard folks say that they wish 'we' or their kids came with
a manual, well here you have it. As it turns out, we do!

~Submitted by Keith Genter

New Hope Church is a spiritual body of believers in Christ who nurture Christian
disciples through reverent worship and responsive religious education.
Cultivating this ministry produces the fruits of Outreach and Witness.

¥ Effective worship shall unit and honor the different strands of our
congregation.
¥ Responsive religious education will meet all in their stages of faith and
address a variety of needs and interests.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 11:00 am
Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00am B 1:00pm
Pastor Karen’s Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
10:00am to 12:00noon
and by appointment

April Birthdays and Anniversaries
1%' ~ Calib Krepps

2" ~ Dan & Linda File

3'Y ~ Caitlyn Elgin

5" ~ Sun Beistel, Chrissy Beistel
8" ~ Jay Samuel, Lenny Jewkes
9™ ~ John Miller

10" ~ Bud & Ginny Howell

11" ~ Bob Bird

16" ~ Tara Reese

19" ~ Mike Thurman

20™ ~ Corbin Sanders

22" ~ Vonda Brown, Tyler Rue



24" ~ Dick Rue

25™ ~ Francie Cork, Ben Hughes

26" ~ Jesse Vanderzanden
28" ~ Nick Reid

Sunday

5
PALM SUNDAY

Worship 9:30am
Praise Event
11am

12

EASTER SUNDAY
Traditional
Service 9:30am
Brunch 10:30am
Contemporary
Service 11:00am

19

Worship 9:30am
Sunday School
1Tam

APRIL CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monday

6

Book Group
Meeting @
Austin’s épm

Trustee’s

é6pm

13

20

Council
Meeting
6:30pm

Tuesday

14

Visitation
Team 10am

21

Wednesday

1

LOGOS 3:45-
6:30pm

LENT BIBLE
STUDY
6:30-8pm

8

LOGOS 3:45-
6:30pm

LENT BIBLE
STUDY
6:30-8pm

15

22

Thursday

2

Bell Choir 6pm

Choir 7pm

BIBLE STUDY
6:15-7:00pm

9

BIBLE STUDY
6:15-7:00pm
Maundy
Thursday
Service 7pm

16

BIBLE STUDY
6:15-7:00pm

23

BIBLE STUDY
6:15-7:00pm

Friday

3

Young Adults
@ New
Horizons
6:30pm

10

Good Friday
Service @
Lord of Life
7pm

17

CcDC
Fundraiser
“Tending the
Garden”
é6pm

24

30 Hour
Famine

Saturday

11

CDC Easter
Egg Hunt @
Santaland
RV Park
11am

18

25

Men'’s
Breakfast
8am

30 Hour
Famine



26 27 28 29 30

Worship 9:30am | Young Adults | Visitation BIBLE STUDY
Sunday School Meeting @ Team 10am 6:15-7:00pm
1Tam Files 6:30pm



