
 

 

 

 

  

New Hope News 
 

 As we came out from worship November 29, the first Sunday of our new year, there on the car 
was a blanket of snow like I don’t remember seeing before.  It was like goose down.  Light, 
fluffy, intertwining with other snowflakes to create a blanket of depth that quickly gave way as 
it was brushed or swept aside; feathers in the air.  A bit of weather magic or a gift from God?  I 
choose to see it as a gift from God.  The little girl in me came out giggling, wanting to dance and 
delighting in this light stuff that clung to my fingers as I touched it.   
   Days before, the morning sun had finally moved above the horizon and its rosy golden glow 
kissed the tops of the snow white trees.  Against the dark blue sky it was again a gift of wonder 
from our God who delights in sculpting beauty around us every day.  So much of the beauty that 
is around here, particularly at this time of year, requires that one look up and out in order to see 
it.  Not down or sideways, but up.  Yet too many of us keep our heads down.  We huddle into our 
coats and stomp our way around as though that will dispel the darkness and cold.  But the truth 
is we need to look up; to see, to feel, to find our way through and out of the darkness back into 
the light.  God’s light which is eternal and true.   
   In this holy season of Advent as we prepare for the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
reacquainting ourselves with his hope and light, we need to remember that God’s glory is always 
around us.  God is present in that glimmer of glory and light found within.  And, God’s reflection 
is in the glory of creation’s beauty, the tenderness of another soul, a still moment of peace and 
calm in the midst of the bustle of people around us.  In these we are reminded of God’s power and 
grace, of God’s beauty and wonder.      
   I know there are many who do not have a fondness for the holidays because of painful 
memories of holidays past, of family issues that thrive in memory and sometimes in the face to 
face encounters.  I have known a few of those years myself.  But I have also consciously chosen 
to let those experiences of the past be that, the past.  And now choose to engage in the present 
with much hope and delight at the wonders that God provides every day.  Whether it is the 
sunlight in those tree tops or the Christ light blazing within I find myself encouraged and more 
hopeful.  I look around with anticipation and wonder at this miracle of creation we live in as 
well as the grace that blesses every one of us all of our days just through life itself.  Through the 
kindness of sharing God’s love with one another. 
   Christmas is a time for us to reengage our spirit with God, with life and light.  To courageously 
choose believing in Christ’s power to transform our lives and live gladly into the next moment 
hopeful of its promise as God continues to fulfill God’s promise of love and life with us.   
   We begin these holidays with a heart of gratitude for all we have been given through our 
Thanksgiving.  Let us finish these two holidays sealing that gratitude deep in our hearts as we 
choose to love in the name of Christ and serve him with joyful anticipation for his kindom’s reign 
within and around us.  Let this be the year that you truly make time to prepare your heart for 
Christ’s coming and then welcome him with an open spirit that we may truly be transformed into 
the children of God we were created to be.  Children who remember to look up into the light and 
there receive the kiss of God. 
                       A Blessed Advent and Christmas to you! 
          Pastor Karen 
 

Pastor’s Ponderings…  
 

Christmas Program 
 

"Christmas Letters" 
 

Sunday 
December 20th 11am 

~featuring the children 
and youth of our 
Sunday School 
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   Christmas Eve is always such a joyous and wonder filled night.  I 

remember as a child having to go to bed early that evening to take a nap.  

Then mom and dad would awaken us kids, get us dressed for the weather 

and a walk to church where at 11p.m. in the evening we stepped into an 

enchanted sanctuary of candlelight and greens, of hushed joy and 

anticipation for the coming of Christ and his birth within us once again.  

It was such a beautiful time.  A joyous memory I will always hold. 

   This year we will all have an opportunity to make some new memories 

as we warm the old. There will be two services, 7p.m. and 11p.m.  Our first 

service will be very family friendly as we find ourselves in a bit of heaven.  

Amidst the carols and candles we will encounter angels who help us 

awaken to the birthing of the Christ child here on earth among us. 
    

 
 Come for some fun, wonder and lots of 

singing as we join heaven in rejoicing at 

Christ Jesus’ birth. 

   Then at 11p.m. we will have a lovely 

traditional service of lessons and carols by 

candlelight with communion.  All ages are 

welcome.  It is a blessed and beautiful way 

of bringing in Christmas as we finish 

around 12midnight. 
 

   Merry Christmas everyone! 
 

A HOLY AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS EVE TO YOU! 
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Sunday School for the Advent Season 

 
We begin at 9:30 am in the sanctuary with songs, scripture                                                    
and prayer by our children to welcome the season of advent. 
 
Our adult teachers invite you to join in your choice of elective classes.                               
Current offerings include: 
 
-"The Best Songs Come at Night"; A study for the four Sundays of advent.                             
 Held in Pastor's Office.  Teacher: Geri Benshoof 
 
-"Everything Must Change" by Brian McLaren.  Book study with teacher Jeannette Gaul.              
In the foyer. 
 
-"Acts"; Bible study class with teachers Jim & Brenda Wolverton.                                            
Held in the Christian Education Wing, large fellowship hall. 
 
-"Faith Matters" for Young Adults (up to age 30), in the Cry Room outside of sanctuary.        
Taught by Pastor Karen. 
 
Children's classes for babies up through high school.  Everyone welcome! 

Winter Break - No Sunday School on Dec. 27, during the public school break.  Our 
Sunday School now follows the school calendar.  We'll resume Sunday School with the 

New Year on January 3, 2010! 
 
 
 

 

 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 

Their old, familiar carols play, 

     And wild and sweet 

     The words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good will to men! 
 

                    ~Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

The sign-up chart for Christmas Poinsettias 
will be in on the counter on the way to the 
fellowship hall, and will be passed in the 

sanctuary.  Red poinsettias will be available 
at a cost of $12.00 per plant.  Place the 
amount due in the offering plate with 

"poinsettia" written in the memo portion of 
your check, or pay Lori Buzby or Jackie 

Pananen.  If you wish to designate that this 
is a memorial, please indicate on the sign-

up sheet.  You may pick up your plant after 
the Christmas Services.  Sign up to lend a 

poinsettia to brighten our altar. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

FUN LESSONS OF CHRISTMAS 

 

When was the last time you came to 

church just to have fun in the name of 

Christ?  Well, and learn something too.  

But really; to play, laugh, sing, learn and 

create a few memories all in the glow of 

Christõs birth. Does that sound like a 

good time?  Then you need to come out 

Wednesday, December 9 and 16, 

6:30p.m.-8p.m. to the church for our 

Advent Family Night.  Bring the whole 

family.  There will be fun for everyone.  

We will even have some munchies to 

stave off hunger for those of you who 

are coming directly from work or school 

or shoppingé 

Did you know that there are around 45 

days of Christmas if you celebrated 

every country and cultureõs traditions?  

What are some of those customs and 

traditions?  Come and find out.  Do you 

know which carol has the line: òYou'll 

forget your flocks, you'll forget your 

herdsó?  The answer will be provided on 

Wednesday the 16th!  Have you started 

making your Christmas cookies yet?  

Bring your favorite Santa or 

 St. Nicholas cookie cutter with you on 

the 9th and we will get you started!  

What about cards for the most special 

in your hearts?  Or maybe itõs a stocking 

snowman.  The ideas and possibilities 

just keep growing. 

So come be a part of making fun for 

Christmas in this special family time at 

the church.   

 

December 9 & 16 starting at 6:30p.m. 
 

Beginning this month, 
there will be monthly 
silent auction items for 
New Hope Church and 
Church School folks to 
bid on.  This month's 
beautiful black and 
orange wall hanging 
"We Three Kings"  

created by Jackie Pananen can be 
seen on the wall at the top of the 
ramp heading into the church school 
area.  The wall hanging will go home 
with the highest bidder on Sunday, 
December 13th.  If you have any 
ideas or donations for these monthly 
fundraisers, please see Ingrid 
Clauson, or any of the church school 
board members. 
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Christmas Joy Offering  to be collected on Sunday, December 20th  

 

This yearõs theme for the annual special offering of the Presbyterian Church 

USA (PCUSA) is òWhat Child Is This?ó   It is a simple question that has been 

set t o the tune of òGreensleeves ó but more importantly the question causes us 

to focus on the love of God incarnated in human form.  The Christmas Joy 

Offering is one way we can extend the love of God to members of the whole 

family of God.  

 

The total offering is divided in half with 50%  

going to PCUSA programs and 50% to national  

UMC mission support.   

 

For PCUSA, the offering helps students at racial  

ethnic schools and also families of both active  

and retired church workers for unexpected needs.  

Half of the offering goes to the board of pensions  

and the remaining half is distributed to the 8  

racial ethnic schools of the PCUSA.    

 

If you are unable to submit your do nation on Sunday, December 20, you 

may place your check in the offering plate on any Sunday in December.  

Please write òChristmas Joyó in the memo. 

 

As we celebrate Jesusõ love flowing into, through, and beyond our lives this 

Christmas, our gifts bear joyful witness to the power of that uncon tainable 

love to change lives.  

 

Thanksgivin g Dinner Boxes  

Thank you to all who contributed to and helped assemble the fifty food boxes for local North Pole 
families in need.  We were able to reach our goal of fifty food boxes! 
 

Special thanks to: 
 

 Jim Anderson for securing 50 turkeys, pies and fruit boxes from the North Pole Safeway and 
negotiating a discounted price of us. 

 Rev. Jim Hunter for compiling the list of families and arranging for the delivery of the boxes. 

 New Hope Church School for the donation of four Thanksgiving boxes. 

 Marit Vick, Danita and Troy Orr and the Youth Group for doing the extra grocery shopping to 
fully complete 50 boxes. 

 The following persons for packing boxes:  Donita Orr, Karla Moore, Rob Norris, Lori Buzby, Rita 
Trometter, Marit Vick, Ingrid Clauson, and Pastor Karen. 

 

And the hardest job ï thanks to Patrick Trometter, Erin Hughes, Dakota Sharp, Jim Anderson and Joe 
Krizek for moving 50 frozen 20-pound turkeys from North Pole Safeway to our connex storage and 
then to the church narthex ï all at 30 below zero!                   
~Lynne Krizek, Outreach Committee Chair 
 

 



 

 

  

   On December 21 we experience the yearõs longest night.  For some, that 
is a total reflection of what it is like inside; a long, dark night that keeps 
turning in on itself and getting darker and darker.  It is a time of the year 
when the outside reflects the inside for these persons.  It becomes harder 
and harder to hold out hope of anything becoming brighter and better.  
Does this sound familiar? 
   Well at 7p.m. that night, in the deep of that darkness, New Hope will be 
offering an opportunity for you to reconnect with hope and the peaceful 
brightening of life.   
   December 21 at 7p.m. you are invited to join Pastor Karen in the 
sanctuary for our annual Longest Night Service.  It is a gentle, respectful 
and hope-filled service that touches oneõs darkness and brings it into 
Godõs light.  There will be an opportunity to name your darkness if you 
choose and light a candle with or without that naming.  Rather than in the 
liveliness of the Christmas season, this service reaches into Scriptureõs 
telling of the story of Christõs birth with a harder, more true and realistic 
perspective all the while being very clear that Godõs Spirit is present and 
transforming for the holy family and for us. 
   So whether your darkness is cancer within your body, the grief of losing 
a loved one, the agony of depression and/or physical pain, the stress of 
family dynamics, or anything else, please come.  Or bring a friend who is 
in need of encouragement and hope, and find your way back into the 
light and gentle grace of this holy season of Christõs birth. 
   Following service will be a reception to which you are invited to stay, get 
some nourishment and loving care before you once again head back out 
into the world.  Only this time, with the brightness of Godõs hope burning 
within.  See you there! 
 

Are You ôBlueõ Over Christmas? 
 

 
 
 Monday, December 7th 
 6:30 p.m. at Marit Vick's Home 
 Book to discuss:  The Gift of Acabar by Og Mandino. 

BOOK CLUB GATHERING 
 

 
 

#ÏÍÉÎÇȣ 
Sunday December 13th 
from 9 am through the 

fellowship hour, the 
Women's Group Annual 

Cookie Sale! 
 

We are looking for bakers 
and assistants to help with 

this Women's Group 
sponsored annual event.  

We will set up on Saturday 
the 12th from about 10 am 
to noon.  Please drop off 
your cookies on Saturday 
between these hours.  If 

you have a pretty plate you 
can bring them "table 
ready."  If not, we will 

arrange them for you.  We 
would like the most festive 
cookies you know how to 
make!  But, keep in mind 

that everyone loves a good 
chocolate chip cookie.  

Variety is key.  
 We will charge $4.50 per 
dozen and will have some 
last minute gift items to 

purchase as well. 
All proceeds raised will go 

to New Hope Church 
School.  Call Ingrid if you 
have questions or would 
like to volunteer to bake, 

488-1533. 
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Saturday, December 19 th  
 

Everyone  will meet at the church 
at 4:30pm and drive to Brewsterõs 
together.  
 

(There will be no Youth Group Friday, 12/18)  

 Thursday, December 31 st  
beginning at 5:30pm                  
the Youth Group is invited to a 
special New Yearõs Lock-In.  

 There will be games, food and 
fun as well as fireworks at 
midnight!  

Contact Troy or Danita Orr for 
more infor mation on any Youth 
Group Event at 372-3065 or 
danita_99@yahoo.com  

New Yearõs Eve Lock-In  
 

Youth Group Christmas Party!  
 

 

OFFICE AND WORSHIP INFORMATION 

Sunday Worship Service: 11:00am 
Sunday School:  9:30am 

 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday - Friday 9:00am ï 1:00pm 
Pastor Karenôs Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

10:00am to 12:00pm or by appointment 
 
 

newhope@mosquitonet.com 
www.newhopempc.com 
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3rd ~ Joe Shedd  

6 th  ~ Lori Elgin  
9 th  ~ Dave Beistel  

14 th  ~ Joe Buzby  
16 th  ~ Geri Benshoof  

17 th  ~ Will Samuel  
18 th  ~ Sylvia Jenkins  

20 th  ~ Michael Beistel  
24 th  ~ Michael Albin  

Ryan Hulst  
 

 

 
24 th  ~ Ken & Terri Austin  

26 th  ~ Cliff & Ja ckie Pananen  
27 th  ~ Don & Patsy Bickmeier  
29 th  ~ Lyman & Geri Benshoof  

       Zachary & A my Weber 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Hope Church School 

Announcements 

Community Preschool Story Hour & Playtime 

Monday Mornings from 9-10:30 

It is free and aimed at children 3-5yr olds.  

We will offer a story, activity and playtime.  

Parents are welcome to bring younger 

siblings and make use of the nursery during 

this time. 
 

Christmas Shopping Day! 

Saturday, December 5th 9am-3:30pm 

This will be a crafts/play day for parents to 

run some errands without the kids!  Open to 

children 3-12 years old.  Lunch and snacks 

will be provided.  Fee $2 an hour per child. 
 

Christmas Break Craft Camp 

December 21,22,23,28,29,30 & January 4 

for anyone that needs temporary care over 

Christmas break.   $30/day or $5/hour 
 

Toddler Program 

We will be starting a full time Toddler 

Program on January 4, 2010.  See church 

bulletin board for more information. 
 

Now Hiring 

PT Toddler Teacher 12-6:30pm M-F $11/hr 

PT Afterschool Teacher 12-6:30pm M 

                                         3-6:30pm T-F                        

                               $11/hr 

Training will be provided for both positions 
 

Contact Nicole Pugh, Director  

at 460-2216 or email her at 

jn6918@hotmail.com to register, help 

out or for more information on any of 

these church school activities. 
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 Worship Schedule & Other Events  
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  1 

 

 

2 

LOGOS 

3:45-6:30 

 

3 

 

Bells 6pm 

Choir 7pm  

4 

 

Youth 

Group 

6:30pm  

5 

NHCS 

Christmas 

Shopping 

Day 9am -

3:30pm  

6 

Sunday 

School 

9:30am  

Worship 

11am  

7 

 

Quilters 10am  

 

Book C lub 

6:30pm  

8 

 

 

9 

LOGOS 

3:45-6:30 

Family 

Advent Night 

6:30pm  

10 

 

Bells 6pm 

Choir 7pm  

11 
Youth Group 

6:30pm  

Parentõs 

Night Out 

5:30-9:30pm  

12 

Menõs 

Breakfast  

 8-9am 

Country 

Cafe  

13 

Sunday 

School 

9:30am  

Worship 

11am  

14 

 

Quilters 10am  

Council 

6:30pm  

15 

 

 

16 
LOGOS 

3:45-6:30 

Family Advent 

Night 6:30pm  
Boy Scout Court 

of Honor 7 -8pm  

in sanctuary  

17 

 

Bells 6pm 

Choir 7pm  

18 
 

Young Adults 

@ AK Coffee 

Co 6:30pm  

19 

 

Youth 

Group 

4:30pm  

20 
Sunday School 

9:30am  

Childrenõs 

Program   
11am  

21 

Quilters 10am  

Blue 

Christmas  

Service 7pm  

 

CS Christmas  

22 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp  7-6 

24 

 

Christmas 

Eve Services 

7 and 11pm  

 

 

25 

 

 

26 

27 

 

Worship 

11am  

28 

 

Quilters 10am  

 

Trustees 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 

 

Youth Group 

Lock -In 

5:30pm  
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