
         How quickly this year is moving.  We are already looking 
to the middle of March, half way through Lent; our faces are 
turned towards Easter.  I hope and pray that even though your 
life has been busy and full, your faith journey this season has 
been a rich one.  In our Lenten study this past week we looked 
at the parables of Jesus dealing with creation, i.e. seeds, 
animals.  We spent some time considering the condition of the 
soil of our souls.  In honesty we found a common reality – we all 
need to tend to our soil, (our souls), to till and loosen it, to feed 
and water it.  Things we do in part by being in the study and 
considering God’s Word for us daily.  Activities we participate in 
when we pray and worship, when we are in Christian fellowship 
weekly. 
 So how is the soil of your soul?  Has it become hardened 
and crusty?  Is it void of nutrients for lack of feeding it?  Is it 
rocky and rough?  Or have you been so good at tending to your 
spirit that you have a well fertilized, water and softened field in 
which to plant the Word of God and let it grow?  It is not too late 
to turn around for those of us needed the attention to our souls 
and allow in God’s mercy and grace.  It isn’t too late to stop in 
the pace of your life to take a good long drink of Christ’s life 
giving waters by reading God’s Word or praying.   
 As Holy Week comes upon us, make time to truly walk 
with Christ through those days allowing your spirit to be stirred 
up, nourished and saturated, planted and set for growth.  We 
have a full week of activities to help you do just that.  Holy Week 
begins March 28 with Palm Sunday.  We will celebrate Christian 
Seder together in the evening April 1, journey through the pain 
of Good Friday in community at the Community Tenebrae 
Service April 2, Friday night.  Live through the void of Saturday 
and then come together breaking fast April 4, Easter, with a 
grand Easter breakfast at the church beginning 9:30a.m. to 
nourish us for a joyous and wonderful celebration of Christ’s 
resurrection at 11a.m.   
 Our faith is not just about the high and joyous moments of 
our faith.  It is largely about the everyday moments where Christ 
walks with us to be our wisdom and strength, our hope and 
compassion.  We need to know what Christ went through for us 
so that we can more readily call on him knowing he understands 
in those moments when the pain is too great or the boredom is 
too real.  In those moments when a friend needs our attention or 
we ourselves need the attention of Christ’s love and presence.  
So let yourself walk with Christ this season and come join us at 
church for a blessed and rich time in Christ. 
With hope filled blessings,  Pastor Karen 
 
 

Pastor’s Ponderings… 

 
 

“He is not here; 
he has risen, 

just as he said.” 
Matthew 28:6a 

 

 

 

Holy Week 

Celebrations 

 

Maundy Thursday 

April 1st 6:00pm 

Christian Seder 

 

Good Friday Service 

April 2nd 

Fellowship 6:30pm 

Service 7:00pm 

 

Easter Sunday 

April 4th 

Breakfast 9:30am 

Worship 11:00am 
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The week is coming!  The week is coming!  March 28 is Palm Sunday.  

 This is when Jesus had his ‘triumphal’ entry into Jerusalem days before  

his crucifixion.  To remember that day we will gather for worship at 

11a.m.  Our children will lead us in a palm parade, singing and  

rejoicing, proclaiming God’s Word and welcoming Christ in.   

 Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday find Christ walking through 

Jerusalem, challenging the status quo, teaching, healing and more and 

more meditative about what is coming.  Please join him in prayer. 

 Wednesday night, March 31, will conclude our Lenten Study series that 

has been studying Christ’s use of parables. 

 Maundy Thursday, April 1, we will gather together at 6p.m. to celebrate 

a Christian Seder.  This is an opportunity to remember the history of God’s 

passing over the Israelites when they were in Egypt and their deliverance 

from slavery.  As a Christian Seder it is an opportunity to also remember how 

Christ fulfils the ancient prophecy of Messiah and celebrated this Passover 

with his disciples the night before his crucifixion in the Upper Room.  This is a 

celebration meant for all ages.  There is a full meal in the middle of the 

remembrance so no leaving hungry this night!  There is a sign up in the 

narthex to help put the meal together so check it out and make plans to 

come and bring the family! 

 Come Friday April 2, we find ourselves already at Good Friday.  This is 

the day that Christ went to the cross for us, dying for our sins that we would 

find a new freedom and life through his sacrifice.  We will gather at our 

church for fellowship and refreshment at 6:30p.m. with other North Pole 

Christians and then move into the sanctuary for a moving Tenebrae Service 

at 7p.m. that walks us through Christ’s last hours all the way to his death on 

the cross. 

 Live Saturday in prayer and reflection of what Christ has done for you.  

Do something good for someone else to honor Christ’s memory.  [One 

possibility might be to go to Santa’s RV Park here in North Pole for the annual 

Easter Egg Hunt to support the New Hope Church School]. 

 Come Sunday, Easter, April 4, you are invited to come back  

to church at 9:30a.m. where we will break fast by sharing  

Easter breakfast together.  Come enjoy some hot crossed buns, 

 colored eggs, egg casserole, fruit, juice and coffee / tea / cocoa!   

Then at 11a.m. we will gather in the sanctuary for a grand,  

music-rich celebration of Christ’s resurrection.  If you have bravely  

walked through the week with Christ, this will be a truly joyous  

and wonderful celebration for your soul!  Come one and all! 
 

 

FROM PALMS THROUGH EMPTY TOMB:  A Very Holy Week 
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An Invitation to Sunday School - For All Ages 

 
-We gather in the sanctuary at 9:30 with our children for music, birthdays,  
scripture and a brief special feature.  For Lent, we're filling our "Jerusalem" 

suitcase with items that show how Jesus chose God's way. 
 

-The children are also gathering school supplies in the opening session for our 
Sunday School Mission project for Lent. 

 
-Our children's teachers are starting classes on the theme "In the Garden" for 

the final quarter of our Sunday School year.  All children welcome! 
 

  Adult Classes - Join Any Week 
 

-New Topic: The Bible Study Class taught by Jim & Brenda Wolverton has 
started a new study on the book of Romans. Meets in the fellowship hall in the 

C.E. Wing. 
 

-"The Gods Aren't Angry" DVD Class taught by Ron Illingworth. Meets in the 
Pastor's Office. 

 
-"Quiet Communication; An Introduction to the Deaf Community and Sign 

Language".  Taught by Pat Harmon in Classroom B in our C.E. Wing, this class 
invites you to learn to sign songs for the Easter season. 

 
-"Faith Matters"- Young Adult Class for ages 19 - 30, meets in the Cry Room 

with Pastor Karen teaching. 
 

-Contemporary Choir practices in the sanctuary and invites singers or musicians 
to join in.  Chris and Liz Beks lead. 

 
 

 

The children of New Hope’s Sunday School 

gave 13 farm animals to families in the Third 

World.  Their Sunday School offerings in the 

Spring of 2009 made this gift through World 

Vision possible.    Thanks, Kids! 
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A Gift to Our Community 

 

Saturday, April 3, 11 am 

At Santaland RV Park 

 

$1 donation per child; to benefit New 
Hope Church School 

 

Invite every family you know to bring a 
gathering basket and come and enjoy this 

fun-filled community event! 
 

Thousands of filled eggs to find, age-level 
hunt areas, hot cocoa and cookies, and 
an appearance by the Easter Bunny!  

Bring cameras. 
 

Beautiful baskets for sale to benefit our 
school. 

 
Thanks to our generous sponsors -- 

Santa's Seniors and Santaland RV Park. 
 

A BIG Thanks to... 
-Klari Schruf for her hours of work on the egg 

hunt preparation, 
-Santa's Seniors for their generous donation 

enabling us to purchase thousands of 
plastic eggs, 

-Santaland RV Park for the use of their property, 
-17 Mile Homemakers for donations of cookies, 

-Don & Rita Trometter for the hot cocoa, 
-And to the congregation of New Hope Methodist 

Presbyterian Church for purchasing 
candy for the eggs. You came through, as you 

always do! 
This event is truly a labor of love, a gift to our 

community from the people of New 
Hope 

 
Help Needed Setting Up… 

 
Our Young Adult Group will be hiding 

eggs April 3, Saturday morning,  
at 9 am.  If you can help, come on 
out.  This is a fun family project for 
anyone whose young people are 

beyond the hunting stage.  All 
persons interested are welcome.  Our 

Young Adults could use your help! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baskets, Baskets, Baskets! 
 

Come and help assemble baskets 
on Saturday, March 27, 10 am 

 

If you'd love to get acquainted and share in 
some great fellowship, the women of New 

Hope as they release their creativity and join 
hands to put together the baskets for this 

month's school fundraiser.  

Please bring a brunch item to share. 
 

If you have great condition baskets you're 
no longer using, please consider donating 
them for this event.   Need baskets, small 
gifts, boxed chocolate bunnies & such, 

cellophane rolls and lovely ribbon.   Bring to 
the church anytime this month.  
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New Hope Church School 

New Hope Church School is a non-profit 
preschool and before & after school 

ministry for young children and their 
families.  It is our goal to support and assist 
parents in the North Pole community in the 
all-important task of raising children. We 

offer a religious education program to help 
children learn and thrive in a safe, healthy 

and Christ-centered environment. 

Did you knowé? 
 

New Hopeõs Church School currently has 48 
children enrolled in their weekly programs! 

 
 

March Church School Basket Fundraiser  
 

                    Lovely filled baskets of all                
                 varieties will be available      

             beginning Sunday, March 28.  
 Plan to take a look for baskets  

for the special people in  
your life and benefit  

New Hope Church School at the same time. 
 

This fundraiser will replace the monthly 
after-church dinner for March. 

 

Registration for fall classes will begin April 1st 
Operational hours:  7am to 1:30pm 

Options being offered include 2 and 4 day 
preschool and before care for kindergarten. 

 

 

 

Remember the on-going mission 
projects of the Outreach Committee: 

 
4th  Sunday of the month  ð donations 

collected for the North Pole food 
pantry  

Contact person ð 
Betty Page (488-4627) 

 
Athletic pants  (childrenõs sizes 

medium and large) ð routed to the 
school nurseõs offices at local 

elementary schools 
Contact person ð 

Karla Moore (488-2368) 
 

School supplies and travel size 
hygiene products  ð for local school 

children in need 
Contact person ð 

Karla Moore (488-2368) 
 

Make a Difference for New Hope Church School 
Today ï Join eScrip! 

 

What is eScrip? eScrip is an electronic fundraising 
program where merchants contribute to registered 
nonȤprofits of your choice every time you make a 

purchase. 
 

For example, whenever you shop at Safeway, 3% of 
your purchase will be sent as a donation to New 
Hope Church School because the Safeway Club 

Card program participates in eScrip. This does not 
affect your regular rewards in any way, but is an 

extra service to allow merchants to give to 
nonȤprofits chosen by their loyal customers. Many 

other merchants also belong including MasterCard, 
VISA, Discover, etc. Every single purchase made on 
these cards will benefit our school when you sign up. 

 

To sign up to help our school, 
please see Dan File, New Hope Church School 

Board of Directors President. 
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The Youth Group has been busy!  We 

are currently getting ready for the 

30 Hour Famine on April 23rd to the 

25th.  Fundraising will be starting 

shortly as part of the Famine 

Weekend.  We will be “flushing out 

hunger” with the “traveling lawn 

toilet” and setting up a competition 

between the parents and the youth.  

Prepare to pick a side!  Look for our 

table starting March 21st for ways 

you can help. 
 

New Hope’s Youth Group holds 

regular meetings each Friday at the 

church from 6-8pm, unless 

announced otherwise. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                                                  Music & Ministry  

/Î ÁÎ ÅÍÐÔÙ ÓÔÏÍÁÃÈȣ 
 

The 30 Hour Famine is an 
international youth 

movement to fight hunger.  
It will bring our group 
closer together, feed 
hungry children and 
change our world. 

New Hope's Choir Seeking New 
Members  

 
Do you sing?   Enjoy singing parts and 

blending voices?   Our Choir practices 
between 7 and 8 pm every Thursday, and 
welcomes you to come!   Please consider 

becoming a part of this ministry.   Besides 
learni ng music and singing for services, 
it's a great way to fellowship and have a 
lot of fun, too!   Take the risk and step 

into involvement in our music 
ministry...you are more than welcome.  

 

 

The Mustard Seed Club 

New Hope will be starting a Sunday 

afternoon fellowship for children in 

grades 1st through 6th called “The Mustard 

Seed Club”.  If you know any children that 

would be interested in an afternoon of fun 

activities, bible stories and fellowship 

then bring them by! 
 

The Mustard Seed Club will be kicking off 

on March 21st and will take place on April 

11th, April 25th and May 2nd.  Start time 

will be at 4PM and the meeting will end at 

6PM.  The final Mustard Seed Club 

meeting will include a potluck lunch for all 

families. 
 

For more information or ways to help 

please contact Danita or Troy Orr 

at 372-3065/687-5478 or email 

Danita_99@yahoo.com. 

 

Coming 

April  
23-25 
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Book Discussion Group 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

òTHE GIRL WITH THE 
DRAGON TATTOOó 

 
Come join the discussion on Sunday, 

March 21st 2:00pm 
at Irma Gallagherõs home 

3708 Arapaho Drive in North Pole.  
Please call 488-0580 for directions. 

 
 

Upcoming Books 
 
 

April: òHave a Little Faithó 
by Mitch Albom  

 

May: òGrapes of Wrathó 
by John Steinbeck 

 

 

 
 
The PSR Committee has recently made the 
decision to waive our previous requirement 
that helpers in the Sunday Nursery had to be 
CPR Certified and over the age of 21.  A couple 
of things stood out, one being our close 
proximity to the North Star Fire Department and 
another, the large number of medically trained 
individuals in our church family.  Volunteers are 
needed to serve our youngest church members 
who are ages 3 and under, in the months of 
March, April and May.  Adults (Daddy's count 
too!) and older teens are preferred, however 
this might be a good opportunity for a parent 
and older child to work together in this 
ministry.  The bottom line is that we 
take the safety and welfare of "our"  
children very seriously and welcome  
anyone with loving hearts and helping  
hands.    
 

Thank you and God Bless..... 

EASTER LILIES have been ordered to brighten 
the sanctuary on Easter morning.  If you wish to 
purchase one, please see Jackie Pananen to 

sign up.  We have 18 plants ordered and 14 are 
already spoken for.  More can be ordered if 
needed.  Be sure to note on your check that 

$12.00 (ea) is for lilies.  If you pay by cash, mark 
an envelope or give it to Jackie.  The plant is 

yours to take home after the service. 
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OFFICE AND WORSHIP INFORMATION 

Sunday Worship Service: 11:00am 
Sunday School:  9:30am 

 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday - Friday 9:00am – 1:00pm 
Pastor Karen’s Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

10:00am to 12:00pm or by appointment 
 

New Hope Methodist Presbyterian Church 
2371 Bradway Road 

North Pole, Alaska 99705 
(907) 488-9191 

 

newhope@mosquitonet.com 
www.newhopempc.com 

 

 
 

Vacation Bible School 2010 - Galactic Blast! - June 7 - 11 

 

                                     "A Cosmic Adventure in Praising God"  

                    Each day of VBS will explore a characteristic of God and 

 how we can respond with worship. The theme Bible verse is 

 Psalm 150:6 which says, 

 "Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!" 

 

Fantastic music, fun crafts, space themed science and  

games, delicious snacks, appealing Bible time, and  

appearances by a very special guest are all part of what kids from 

preschool through 6th grades will enjoy daily from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm. 

 

You're invited to put VBS into your summer plans and let the children in your 

life know that it's coming.  Help us get the word out! 

 

Helpers Needed:  If you'd like to be part of the fantastic VBS Team that puts 

it all together, see Linda File or Geri Benshoof. 
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March  

 

1
st

 ~ Josef Galath Schruf  

5
th

 ~ Karl and Phyllis Reid  

6
th

 ~ Jeannette Gaul  

9
th

 ~ Dakota Sharp  

10
th

 ~ Mary Ann Walton  

11
th

 ~ Terri Austin  

15
th

 ~ WinnJohnson  

Candance Albin  

17
th

 ~ Marjorie Illingworth  

18
th

 ~ Lindsey Elgin  

Danielle Beks  

19
th

 ~ Phyllis Reid  

Bob and Kathy Bird  

21
st

 ~ Pat Thurman  

28
th

 ~ Tim Beck  

Amy Weber  

 

 

 
 

 

April  

 

2
nd

 ~ Dan and Linda Fil e  

3
rd

 ~ Caitlyn Elgin  

4
th

 ~ Garry and Brenda Keller  

5
th

 ~ Mary Rozelle  

8
th

 ~ Jay Samuel  

Babs Catt  

Lenny Jewkes  

9
th

 ~ John Miller  

11
th

 ~ Bob Bird  

19
th

 ~ Mike Thurman  

Sharron Hunter  

20
th

 ~ Corbin Sanders  

22
nd

 ~ Vonda Brown  

24
th

 ~ Dick Rue  

25
th

 ~ Francie Cork  

Ben Hughes  

26
th

 ~ Jesse VanderZanden  

28
th

 ~ Nick Reid  

 

 

A Special Thanks Toé 
 

The Samuel Family, especially Jay, for rebuilding one of our worship tables.   
You did an awesome job! 

 

Dan File with assistance from Garry Keller, for building the wonderful new coffee station. 
  It looks terrific! 

 

The Trustees for continuing to take care of our building and  Don Elgin for fixing our front doors.  
You are greatly appreciated! 

 

To Linda File for keeping our bulletins boards updated and looking so nice and neat! 
 
 

Worship Volunteers: There is now a Worship Volunteers sign-up calendar on the 

bulletin board in the narthex.  Please sign-up to be liturgist, ushers or communion 

stewards anytime in the coming year. 
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Together at the Table  
A Report f rom the  North Region Mission Education Event  

 
Submitted by Irma Gallagher  

 
 
 
The North Region Mission Education Event was hosted by New Hope 
Methodist Presbyterian Church the weekend of March 5 - 6.  The theme was 
òTogether at the Tableó and sponsored by the State of Alaska United 
Methodist Women.  This event was an opportunity to gather with other men 
(yes, they were welcome to attend!) and women from around the state to 
learn about mission in the areas of social concern, a Bible study for 
sp iritual growth and a geographical area of interest.  
 
The spiritual growth study was òFood and Faithó taught by Judy Shook of 
Juneau.  Food issues of comfort and addiction, hospitality and fasting 
were explored.  Discussions led to many farm practices such as toxic 
chemicals, modifying food genetically, farm workers, wages and issues of 
immigration in the farming community.  We considered these issues along 
with the blessings of the food we share around our table for fellowship, 
benefits, bereavement dinners  and Holy Communion.  We began to look at 
the bigger picture of Godõs bounty and how we use it. 
 
Elliot Graves of Wasilla, a retired minister of the Rocky Mountain 
Conference, led òGiving Our Hearts Away, Native American Survivoró.   
Elliot has lived near reservations and has learned first hand of issues 
affecting the lives and cultures of the American Native.  Since living 
in Alaska, he states he has become more aware of Alaska Natives who live 
in small villages and are forced out of their subsistence life styles 
that have sustained them for many years.  The United Methodist Church is 
studying to move away from a history of shame regarding the Native 
peoples, their religion and cultures, toward better understanding and 
acceptance.  This was the most popular class of the three offered.  
 
Annie Ewing Kendall of Nikiski presented òThe Beauty and Courage of 
Sudan: Why a Dream of Peace is Possibleó.  Her interest in Africa began 
when her daughter and son became involved in the Peace Corp and its 
schools and health facilities.  Sudan is plagued with food shortages 
from famine, treaties made and broken, conflict and peace, doubt and 
hope.  She and her husband work to collect donations for schools, 
supplies and recreational equipment for the Sudanese.  
 
Meeting other Me thodist Women with the same interests was great and I 
think everyone felt comfortable with their presenters and classmates.  
You are encouraged to please try to make it to the next event if you 
can.  It will bring you special blessings.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

~ March 2010 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  

 
Quilters 10:00am 

2  
 

3  

 

Bible Study 
7:00pm 
 

4  

 

Bells 6:00pm 
Choir 7:00pm 
 

5  

 

Youth Group 
“Mercy Me” 
Concert 
8:00pm 
 

6  

 

Men’s 
Breakfast 
8:00am @ 
Country Cafe 
 

7  

 

Sunday 
School 
9:30am 
Worship 
11:00am 

 
 

8  

 
Quilters 
10:00am 
 
 

Youth Group 
to Anchorage 
thru Thursday 
 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10  

 

Bible Study 
7:00pm 
 
 
 

 
 

11  

 

Bells 6:00pm 
Choir 7:00pm 

 
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  

 

Sunday 
School 
9:30am 
Worship 
11:00am 

 
 

15  

 

Quilters 
10:00am 
 
Council 
Meeting 
6:30pm 
 

16  
 

17  

 

Bible Study 
6:30pm 

 
 

18  

 

Bells 6:00pm 
Choir 7:00pm 

 
 

19  

 

Youth Group 
6-8pm 
 
Young Adults 
@ AK Coffee 
House 6:30pm 

 
 

20  
 

21  

 

Sunday 
School 
9:30am 
Worship 
11:00am 
 

Mustard Seed 
Club 
 4-6pm 

 
 

22  

 
Quilters 
10:00am 
 

23  
 

24  

 

Bible Study 
6:30pm 

 
 

25  

 

Bells 6:00pm 
Choir 7:00pm 

 
 

26  

 

Youth Group 
6-8pm 

 
 

27  

 

Women’s 
Group 10am 
 

 
 

28   Palm 

Sunday 
 

Sunday 
School 
9:30am 
Worship 
11:00am 
 

 

 
 

29  

 

Quilters 
10:00am 
 

 
 

30  
 

31  

 

Bible Study 
6:30pm 

 
 

Notes: 
 

 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=3750


 

 

 
 
 
 

~ April 2010 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

   1 Maundy 

Thursday 
 
Christian 
Seder 6pm 

 
 

2  Good 

Friday 
 
Ecumenical 
Service 7pm 
Fellowship 
6:30pm 

 
 

3  

Community 
Egg Hunt 
11am 
Santaland RV 
Park 
 

4  Easter 

Sunday 
 
Breakfast 
9:30am 
Worship 
11:00am 
 

5  

 

Quilters 10am 
Trustees 
6:00pm 
NHCS Board 
6:30pm 
 

6  
 

7  

 
Bible Study 7pm 

8  

 

Bells 6:00pm 
Choir 7:00pm 
 

9  

 

Youth Group 
6-8pm 
 

 
 

10  
 

11  

 

Sunday 
School 
9:30am 
Worship 11:00am 
 
Mustard Seed 
Club 
4-6pm 

12  

 

Quilters 10am 
 

13  
 

14  

 

Bible Study 7pm 
 

15  

 

Bells 6:00pm 
Choir 7:00pm 

 
 

16  

 

Youth Group 
6-8pm 

 
Young Adults 
@ Ak Coffee 
Roasting Co 
6:30pm 
 

17  
 

18  

 

Sunday 
School 
9:30am 
Worship 11:00am 
 
Mustard Seed 
Club 
4-6pm 
 

19  

 

Council 
Meeting 
6:30pm 

 
 

20  
 

21  

 

Bible Study 7pm 
 

22  

 

Bells 6:00pm 
Choir 7:00pm 

 
 

23  

Presbytery 
Women’s 
Meeting 5-
8pm 
 
 
 
30 Hour Famine 
begins 

24  
Presbytery 
Women’s 
Meeting 9am-
3pm 
 
 
 
….continued 

25  

 

Sunday 
School 
9:30am 
Worship 11:00am 
 
NHCS Luncheon 
12:30pm 
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  

 

Bible Study 7pm 
 

29  

 

Bells 6:00pm 
Choir 7:00pm 

 
 

30  
 

Notes: 

 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93074713

