
February…a month that brings to mind the Yukon Quest, 

Valentine’s Day, President’s Day and Lent.  Lent being the 

season before Easter.  A season when we are encouraged to 

be in prayer and fast as a prayerful discipline preparing 

ourselves to receive the wondrous gifts of life and mercy given 

at the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, traditionally 

celebrated Easter Sunday.  Our prayers are our way of 

reflecting upon the truth of our relationship with Jesus Christ.  

To be in dialogue with our God about our soul.  To ask for the 

strength to live more true to our faith and deepen our witness 

with those living around us.  The fasting is a disciplined way of 

learning greater dependence upon our Savior.  As we 

weaken to the temptation to break the fast, we move to 

prayer asking for the strength and focus to move beyond the 

temptation and keep fast with our God.  It is actually a very 

powerful practice.  The years when I have taken this seriously 

and leaned on Christ to get me through the weak moments, 

the more profound Holy Week (the week leading up to Easter) 

and Easter itself has been.   

For those who do not think they could give up something for 

the whole season of Lent, it is possible to break your fast on 

Sundays which are called, ‘Little Easters’.  The 40 days of Lent 

are the number of days between Ash Wednesday and Easter 

minus Sundays. 

I would encourage you to be in prayer between now and 

Shrove Tuesday (the day before Ash Wednesday) about what 

you want to ‘give up’ for Lent.  Then Ash Wednesday, 

February 17th, begin by prayer the practice of fasting or 

giving up that something.  As you weaken towards what you 

have given up go to God through prayer asking for the 

strength and courage to hold fast to your commitment and 

discipline for the season.  I do believe that you will have a far 

richer, more meaningful Easter experience come April 4th 

than you have perhaps ever had. 

Beyond your own personal prayer there are two events 

coming up to help you get started on that journey… 

      Blessings, 

      Pastor Karen 
 

Pastor’s Ponderings… 

 
 

 “Be joyful 
always; pray 

continually; give 
thanks in all 

circumstances, 
for this is God’s 
will for you in 
Christ Jesus.” 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 
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What is Shrove Tuesday? 
 
 
 
From Wikipedia:  “The word shrove is the past 
tense of the English verb shrive, which means 
to obtain absolution for one's sins by way of 
confession and doing penance. During the week 
before Lent, sometimes called Shrovetide in 
English, Christians were expected to go to 
confession in preparation for the penitential 
season of turning to God. Shrove Tuesday was 
the last day before the beginning of Lent on 
Ash Wednesday, and noted in histories dating 
back to 1000 AD.  
 
The popular celebratory aspect of the day had 
developed long before the Protestant 
Reformation, and was associated with releasing 
high spirits before the somber season of 
Lent…In the United Kingdom and many other 
countries, the day is often known simply as 
Pancake Day. Making and eating such foods 
was considered a last feast with ingredients 
such as sugar, fat and eggs, whose 
consumption was traditionally restricted during 
the ritual fasting, associated with Lent.”  But 
what to do if a family had a goodly stash of 
these foods which would go bad before the 40 
days of Lent were up?  Why, have a feast using 
those ingredients!  And what better day than 
the day before Ash Wednesday?  What do you 
make when you combine eggs, butter, milk and 
a little flour?  Why pancakes of course!  And 
lots of them! 
 
So, February 16, 2010 beginning at 6:30pm 
you are invited to come to the church and enjoy 
a pancake feed!  This to help you better settle 
into a more profound season of prayer and 
penitence in preparation for Easter celebration. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

SERVICE 
 
On February 17, 2010 we will 

begin the season of Lent.  
Our official beginning at 
New Hope will be that 

evening with a service called 
the Imposition of Ashes at 

7p.m.  This is the service 
where we are marked with a 

cross of ashes on our 
forehead to remind us of 

whose we are and our need 
to repent for the wrongs we 

have done regarding our 
relationship with God. 

 
Please come to this quiet, 

moving service and 
remember whose you are and 
to whom you are called to be 

in loving, meaningful 
relationship, Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Come to the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Feed! 
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Sunday School at New Hope 
Discover the Joy of Small Groups 

February 2010 
 

9:30 am every Sunday finds us in the sanctuary for a brief opening session 
with our children. Several are taking turns being readers and learning how to be confident 
as liturgists. You‘ll enjoy the fresh perspective worshipping with children front and center 

will bring you. Come and enjoy; participate in the fun songs from our younger years. 
 

Classes follow our opening with adults stopping to pour a cup of coffee in the foyer on 
their way to class. 

 

•Five Adult Class Options Available: 
 

1-DVD Class (begins 2/7) ―The Gods Aren‘t Angry‖ taught by Ron Illingworth. Where did 
early humans get the idea that a divine being existed and needed to be appeased? How did 
Jesus transform the notion of sacrifice? Weaving together anthropology, history, and 
Theology, Rob Bell explores the evolution of religion, shedding fresh light on Jesus' death--- 
and what it means for us in the postmodern era. (Meets in the pastor‘s study) 
 

2-Acts: Bible Study (ongoing-welcomes new participants at any time) taught by Jim and 
Brenda Wolverton. A classic through-the-Bible study with an emphasis on interaction 
and discussion. (Meets in the large fellowship room, C.E. Wing) 
 

3-Social Issues Class: ―Quiet Communication; Introduction to the Deaf Community and Sign 
Language‖ (begins 2/7) taught by Pat Harmon. Begins with a PBS Documentary on the 
topic; ends with presenting a sign language piece for Easter. 
(Meets in Classroom B in the C.E. Wing) 
 

4-Young Adult Class (ongoing-welcomes new participants at any time) taught by Pastor 
Karen. Especially for the post-secondary college/career adult (19 to 30) with a focus on the 
issues of the early adult years and including fellowship and service together. 
(Meets in the Cry Room outside of sanctuary) 
 

5-Contemporary Choir (ongoing-welcomes new participants at any time) led by Chris and 
Liz Beks. Anyone interested in preparing contemporary music to lead the congregation 
into worship each week is invited to join. (In the sanctuary) 
 

•Baby, Children‘s and Youth Classes: 
Our teachers welcome your child from birth up through high school! All classes (except older 
elementary—in room at back of sanctuary) are held in the newly remodeled Christian 
Education Wing. 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2010 at New Hope Church 
June 7 - 11 / 9:30 am -12:30 pm 

Put this important week on your families' summer calendar, and extend an 
invitation to every family and child you know! 
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New Hope Church School 
 

A huge thanks to everyone who contributed to New Hope Church School through both 
the silent auction basket and the fabulous pasta dinner held after church on January 31! 
 
$733.00 was raised to help with the operation of our school. 
Thanks for your generosity in sustaining and carrying the vision forward of reaching out to young families in our 
community. 
 
Coming next month our Monthly "After-Morning Service Lunch" will feature a baked potato bar on February 
28th.  When you're able, we invite you to stay and contribute what you might spend eating out to the operation 
of New Hope Church School.   Enjoy good fellowship and a wonderful buffet as you support a worthy cause. 
 
-Board of Directors, New Hope Church School; Dan File, Marji Illingworth, Bev Ross, Diane Jewkes, Pastor Karen, 
Ingrid Clauson, Marit Vick, Brenda Sadler, Linda File 

 
 

Make A Difference for New Hope Church School Today ï Join eScrip! 
 

What is eScrip? eScrip is an electronic fundraising program where merchants contribute to registered 
nonȤprofits of your choice every time you make a purchase. eScipt has been funding local schools for 
several years, and now we have joined the program to raise additional funds for our school from monies 
you are already spending on groceries and other goods and services. 
 

For example, whenever you shop at Safeway, 3% of your purchase will be sent as a donation to New 
Hope Church School because the Safeway Club Card program participates in eScrip. This does not 
affect your regular rewards in any way, but is an extra service to allow merchants to give to nonȤprofits 
chosen by their loyal customers. Many other merchants also belong including MasterCard, VISA, 
Discover, etc. Every single purchase made on these cards will benefit our school when you sign up. 
 

To sign up to help our school, please stop by the table in the hall on the way to fellowship on one of the 
next several Sundays. Weôll have complete information for you and even a computer to sign you up. 
 

Just thinkðwith no extra expenditures youôll be giving above and beyond your church pledge to keep our 
school operating to service our community. Plus, you can pick up forms to pass along to friends and 
family so they can join as well to benefit the mission of New Hope Church School. 
See Dan File, New Hope Church School Board of Directors President if you have questions 
 
 

COMING Saturday, April 3 rd, 11 am 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt to benefit New Hope Church School!  

 

Place: Santaland RV Park Grounds in North Pole 
 

                       $1 per child donation  
Let all the children and families in your life know about this fun family event!   

                                    Search for eggs (donated by Santa's Seniors'), have hot chocolate and a cookie 
(courtesy of 17 Mile Homemakers), and see the Easter Bunny! 

Beautiful baskets will also be available for sale. 
-Many thanks to our major sponsors; Santaland RV Park and Santa's Seniors.  
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On January 12, 2010 Haiti experienced a 

devastating earthquake that will take years 
to recover from.  Immediately the word went 
out that we would take up a special offering 

January 17, 2010 during worship.  The 
Young Adults took up the project of calling 

the community to put together much 
needed Health Kits that would be sent 

through UMCOR (United Methodist 
Committee on Relief) to the people of Haiti 

to help with their personal hygiene in 
recovery.  Through your big hearts we were 
able to collect $1000 to be divided between 

UMCOR and PDA (Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance) for Haiti relief and send out 65 
Health Kits with 5 more kits ready for our 

second wave we hope to send out  
February 22, 2010. 

 
Donations are still being accepted for the 

following items: 
1 hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17" x 27") no 
kitchen towels 

1 washcloth 

1 large, sturdy comb, not pocket sized 

1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery 
boards or toenail clippers) 
1 bath size bar of soap (3oz and up) 
1 toothbrush (single brush in original wrapper, 
no child sized) 
6 band aids 

$1 for toothpaste 

$1 for shipping 

1 (or more) one gallon plastic bags 
 

Please place items in the box located in the 
narthex.  Thank you! 

 
 

Remember the on-going mission 
projects of the Outreach Committee: 

 
4th  Sunday of the month  ð donations 

collected for the North Pole food 
pantry  

Contact person ð 
Betty Page (488-4627) 

 
Athletic pants  (childrenõs sizes 

medium and large) ð routed to the 
school nurseõs offices at local 

elementary schools 
Contact person ð 

Karla Moore (488-2368) 
 

School supplies and travel size 
hygiene products  ð for local school 

children in need 
Contact person ð 

Karla Moore (488-2368) 
 

 

 

COAD TRAINING:  

LEARNING HOW TO BE CASE MANAGERS  

 

February 17-19, 2010 in Fairbanks, there is going to be 

a special training workshop for those interested in being 

a part of the case management of disaster response here 

in the Interior.  Ron Illingworth and Pastor Karen both 

sit on the Interior’s COAD (Community Organizations 

Active in Disasters).  A regular part of our monthly 

meetings has to do with responding to those persons 

who have been affected by local disasters.  Most 

recently the Yukon River Ice Jam of 2009 for which 

this local chapter of COAD was created. 

Though the registration date has passed, if you have it 

on your heart that you would like to help in future 

disaster response in the way of case management or 

would like to know more about what this is before 

making a decision please see Pastor Karen.  These three 

days will go from 8a.m.-5p.m. Wednesday and 

Thursday and 8a.m.-2p.m. Friday. 
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If you know any teenagers in grades 

7-12 who are interested in a night 

of fellowship and fun, invite them to 

spend a Friday with New Hopeõs 

Youth Group!  We meet e very Friday 

from 6:00 to 8:00pm .  Activities 

include food, games, conversation 

and fellowship as fellow Christians!  
 

Special Upcoming Events include:  

Zip -Zaps Laser Tag, Ice Skating, 

UAF Hockey, Mercy Me Concert and 

a Spring Break Trip to Anchorage.  

 

Contact Troy and Danita Orr, Youth 

Leaders at 372 -3065 for more 

information.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

    Youth Group Scoop!                            Music & Ministry  

/Î ÁÎ ÅÍÐÔÙ ÓÔÏÍÁÃÈȣ 
 

The 30 Hour Famine is an 
international youth 

movement to fight hunger.  
It will bring our group 
closer together, feed 
hungry children and 
change our world. 

Are  Choir and/or Bells for You?  
 

We all sit transfixed when the bells play.   
Their  pure clarity transcends all of life's 

troubles and takes us to a place of 
meditati on in the worship service.   How we 

would miss them if they were gone.  
 

Yet sadly, we scarcel y have enough 
participants t o continue with bell choir.   We 
are in need of people who have played bells 

sometime  in their past OR would like to 
learn.   All it takes is basic music -reading 

skills and a willin gness to learn a part.  
 

Similarly, our choir has gotten smaller over 
the past few years.   A few have carried this 

ministry along, but when key members are 
gone for major parts of the winter we have 

difficulty finding enough voices for the 
harmony parts nee ded.   Our joyful noise 

becomes a dismal sound.  
 

Both bells and choir will be stepping back 
from reg ular Thursday evening practices for 
the month of February to focus on finding 

new participants to join.   We'll be going 
through our music and finding Lent and 

Easter pieces to work on beginning the first 
week of March.   We plan to have music to 

pre sent for the Easter Season.   We hope you 
will join us.  

 
Please sign up on the bulletin board this 
month if  you would like to be a part of 

either group.  

Let us know if you have questions.               
Brenda Sadler (bells) and Marit Vick (choir) 
would be happy to take your questions, or 

you may talk to any choir or bell choir 
member.  

Coming 

April  
23-24 

 
 

 



 

    

 

 
Book Discussion Group 

 
 
 
 

We had a very interesting 
discussion about the January 

book, The Faith Club.  We 
invite anyone who likes to 
read and who is willing to 
discuss the reads to contact 

Geri Benshoof 488-6978 or the 
church office OR show up at 

the next meeting. 
There will be no meeting in 
February but on March 14 at 

Patsy Bickmeier's we will 
discuss  

The Girl with  the Dragon 
Tattoo 

 by Stieg Larsson. 
 

Upcoming Books 
 

March: 
òSay Youõre One of Themó 

by Uwem Akpan  
 

April: òHave a Little Faithó 
by Mitch Albom  

 

May: òGrapes of Wrathó 
by John Steinbeck 

 

 

Womenõs Group Meeting 
Saturday, February 13th 

10:00am 
 

The women's group will meet at the 
church Saturday, February 13 at 10 am.  Bring a 

brunch item to share and a "heart" gift for a gift 
exchange.  We will discuss purchasing and packing 
snack packs for homeless kids in the North Pole area 
with distribution through Hunter at North Pole High 

School. 
 

Items needed for Snack Packs for 
homeless kids North Pole High 

 
Grandma‘s Home-style cookie individually 

packaged 
Mixed fruit with pop top lid 4 oz 

Bumble Bee Tuna Salad with crackers 
―ready to eat‖ 3.5 oz 

Mac & cheese in single serving 
microwaveable container (just add water) 
Cup of soup – add water and microwave 

Chef Boyardee single serving 
microwaveable container 

Fruit snacks (Kellogg‘s mixed berry 2.5 oz) 
Several small candy bars 

 (mini Twix, 3 Musketeers etc.) 
Spoon 

Gallon zip lock plastic bags for above items 
All containers must have pop top or easy 

open lids and heated food must be 
microwaveable. 

 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=12315
http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=20661


 

 

 
   

 

 

Sunday, February 21 st Following Worship  
 

It will be a potluck lunch. 
 

Items for discussion will include council positions and church finances. 

 

2010 New or Returning Council Members: 

 Ron Illingworth-Moderator 

 Linda File ðChristian Education 

 Irma Gallagher ðCongregational Life 

 Alyssa Norris ðYouth Representative 

 Tim Bengs ðTrustee 

 Jim Anderson ðPastor Parish Relations 

 Pat Thurman and Beverly Ross ðNominating Committee 

 Presbytery Representative ðMichael Albin 
 

The following groups are still in need of members: 

 Outreach Committee -Chairperson 

 Pastor Parish Relations -1 opening 

 Trustees -1 opening 

 Nominating Committee ð 2 openings 
 

Please see Patsy Bickmeier, Nominating Committee Chair, for more information or to 
volunteer for any of these open positions. 
 

THE DENOMINATIONS ARE BUSY  
 

We ask your prayers for the month of February.  Not only are both the United Methodists and 

the Presbyterians actively responding to the earthquake disaster in Haiti, (where a top executive 

of UMCOR was killed during the earthquake) but locally both denominations are holding their 

winter meetings.  The UMs are meeting Feb. 10-13, 2010 and the Presbyterians are meeting 

Feb. 25-27, 2010.  Both meetings will be in Anchorage this time.  Arlene Cavanaugh will be our 

Elder representative at Presbytery.  Pastor Karen will be at both meetings. 
 

So we ask prayers for: safe travels for everyone, a meaningful time together, rich worship and 

Spirit led business that will move us all into new heights of witness in our communities.   

Thank you. 
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TO SEE OR NOT TO SEE 
 

On January 24, 2010 around 30 people stayed after church to participate in a visioning session for 
our church‘s ministry.  This was a first attempt to bring us to a collective vision for the church as a 
whole regarding our mission and ministry.   
 

Out of our discussion a couple of things became clear.  One is education is very important to our 
community.  This is visible through our New Hope Church School as well as through our Sunday 
School, mid week Bible study, VBS, and a growing interest in providing educational seminars / 
workshops to our greater North Pole community at varying lengths on varying subjects from CPR 
training to PTSD to community gardening, etc.  Could we become a local educational hub for our 
community?  Is that God‘s call upon us? 
 

It was also brought out that in order to keep the ministries we have going fresh and functioning as 
well as adding anything new, we need to keep growing our church.  But even more that is the call 
Jesus Christ put out to all his disciples, of which we are some.  We are to go and make disciples for 
him.  That needs to be our first and foremost effort.  Our educational efforts could be a real means to 
helping make disciples for Jesus Christ by showing the greater community we are willing to make a 
difference in their lives through Jesus Christ.  And we are willing to do so in practical ways that 
directly apply to their lives.  But if we listen to the language the Bible uses for this commissioning of 
the disciples it says, ―Go and make…‖  Not wait and make.  Christ was clear that we are going to 
have to take his Good News out into the community instead of waiting for the community to come to 
us.  That means we need to keep improving our PR and reaching out into the community with word 
of what we are doing and what we offer others.  It means that we need to keep stretching ourselves 
about what is comfortable in order to welcome in the new and adventure that comes with new people 
among us.  It means sharing our faith stories with each other to help one another learn that all are 
called to and welcomed at the table of our Lord.  And thus in the hearts of our Lord‘s disciples too.  
That is you and me. 
 

So though the conversation is far from over, we have at least begun to see with 
the ‗eyes of God‘ a vision that will strengthen what is already going on and 
broaden out further into the greater community what can be based upon 
community need. Please keep our church in your prayers.  Please help us  
know how you hear God calling you to serve so that together we can 
‗make disciples for Jesus Christ‘ while taking care of the needs of our  
neighbors whom we love because ‗Christ first loved us‘. 
 

 

GOING GREEN FOR LENT 
Many among us are growing in our awareness of how we are as 
stewards of creation, of the energy resources around us.  Alaska 
Interfaith Power and Light is asking for people and congregations to do 
ŀ Ψ/ŀǊōƻƴ CŀǎǘΩ ŦƻǊ [ŜƴǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳitment to use less carbon 
through your daily habits than you usually do.  By going to: 
http://www.akipl.org/programs/religiousholidays.html you can find 
sound suggestions of how to reduce that carbon usage as a spiritual 
discipline with prayer and scripture.   
Please take the time to go to this website and prayerfully consider what 
you can do to make a positive difference in our world. 
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3
rd

 ~ K arl Reid  

4
th

 ~ Don Elgin  

5
th

 ~ Hunter Bengs  

6
th

 ~ Ashley Anderson  

7
th

 ~ Bobby Logan  

8
th

 ~ Joe Krizek  

9
th

 ~ Dan File  

12
th

 ~ Janet Jahn  

13
th

 ~ Patrick Trometter  

14
th

 ~ Dennis & Darcey Sharp  

15
th

 ~ Jim Anderson, Chanda File  

18
th

 ~ Sarah Elgin  

19
th

 ~ Dennis S harp  

Tim & Deb Beck  

20
th

 ~ A m y Samuel  

23
rd

 ~ Hannah Beck  

27
th

 ~ Curt Stables  

28
th

 ~ Richard Ross  

ARE YOU WONDERFUL OR WHAT?!  
 

Thank you!  At the beginning of December we were over 
$5000 behind in our finances.  Because of you and your 

generosity we finished the year 2009 in the black!  Not by a 
lot but we were in the black none the less with all the bills 

paid.  A lot of churches were not able to say that.  
Congratulations to each of you for stepping up and giving 

above and beyond your usual.  You are a blessing and your 
generosity made a tremendous difference not only for our 
church but for all those missions and businesses that our 

giving supports!  As seen by the following letter:  
 

Dear Friends of New Hope Methodist Presbyterian Church, 
 
Bless you for your faithfulness in giving 100% of your  2009 
apportionments.  You fed the hungry, clothed the naked, 
sheltered the homeless, and visited the prisoners (Matt. 
25:31ff).   You put hands and feet to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ across Alaska and around the world.  Thank you for 
your love that casts out fear amid a recession.  May the Lord 
continue to bless your ministry.  
 
David Beckett 
Conference Superintendent 
Alaska United Methodist Conference 
 

 

OFFICE AND WORSHIP INFORMATION 

Sunday Worship Service: 11:00am 
Sunday School:  9:30am 

 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday - Friday 9:00am – 1:00pm 
Pastor Karen‘s Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

10:00am to 12:00pm or by appointment 
 

New Hope Methodist Presbyterian Church 
2371 Bradway Road 

North Pole, Alaska 99705 
(907) 488-9191 

 

newhope@mosquitonet.com 
www.newhopempc.com 
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~ February 2010 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  

 

2  

 

3  

 
Bible Study 
7:00pm 
 

4 

 
 

5  

 

6  

 
Men‘s Breakfast 
Country Café 
8:00am 
 
Youth Group 
10:00am 
 

7  

 
Sunday School 
9:30am 
 
Worship 11:00am 
 

 

8  

 
Quilters 10:00am 
 

9  

 

10  
 

Bible Study 
7:00pm 
 
 
Methodist 
Meetings… 

11  
 

 
 

12  
 

Parent‘s Night Out 
5:30-9:30pm 
 
Youth Group 
 6-8pm 

13  

 
 
 
 

14  
 

Sunday School 
9:30am 
 
Worship 11:00am 

15  
 

Quilters 10:00am 

16  
 

Fat Tuesday 
Pancake Feed 
6:30pm 

17  
 

Ash Wednesday 
Service 7:00pm 

18  
 

 

19  
 

Youth Group 
6-8pm 
 
Young Adults @ 
AK Coffee House 
6:30pm 

20  

 

21  
 

Sunday School 
9:30am 
 
Worship 11:00am 
 
Annual Meeting 
with Potluck Lunch 

22  

 
Quilters 10:00am 
 

23  

 

24  

 
Bible Study 
7:00pm 
 

25  

 
 
 

26  
 

Youth Group 
6-8pm 
 
 
Presbytery 
Meetings… 

27  

 
 
 

28  

 
Sunday School 
9:30am 
 
Worship 11:00am 
 
NHCS Luncheon  
 

Notes: 
 

Please see the weekly church bulletin for any updates or additions to church 
activities 

 


