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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS

Easter. A day, a season, a lifestyle. It is a way of living that keeps the care and well
being of our neighbor and the proclaiming of the gospel through our living ever a part of
our lives. Yet day by day, our news is filled with the challenges of our world in terms of
economics, health and well being, war, and the ongoing struggle to know and be a part of a
lasting peace. In our daily living we often get so involved in the moment by moment
details and worries that we forget to spend time with the Christ in prayer. Allowing
ourselves to be swept up in the momentum of society we can miss the gift of seeing our
neighbor as a child of God worthy of our love and care. 1 Timothy 2:1-6a says: “First of
all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of
God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all”. With this mediator we
find a strength and power for our lives that makes moving through this life a more
gracious experience. For even though there are challenges in our lives, the comfort of
knowing we are not alone can make all the difference in living transforming lives for the
salvation of the world. It makes all the difference in helping our neighbors make it
through this life aware of God’s grace as well.

Our youth reconnected us with this truth at the April 26" worship service. Spending
thirty hours fasting and actively serving citizens in our own valley who are homeless and
hungry every day, made a profound impact on their lives. Their challenge to us, to more
actively serve the Christ in our neighbors on a more regular basis, is a God-led challenge
worthy of all our attention and efforts. Whether we take our turn in providing sack
lunches at Immaculate Conception Catholic church, fill boxes at the Food Bank, be the
servers at the Rescue Mission or create some new outreach that is needed in our own
North Pole area you and I need to be the actual hands and feet, the heart and lips of Christ
for our needing neighbors. That is what being Easter people, Christ believing, serving
people is all about. It means being a reconciling people who err on the side of forgiveness



and gentleness rather than bitterness and retaliation, involvement rather than indifference.
It means being a prayerful people who walk in pace with Christ and allow ourselves to be
used to his good by putting him first.

So the next time you find yourself being overwhelmed by all the stresses and challenges
in your life, take time to reflect upon your relationship with Jesus Christ. Have you been
spending enough time with him in prayer and meditation, in service and worship to feed
your spirit or have you been trying to do it all on your own? Have you allowed the rush
of society to take over your life or are you making time each day to be quiet, prayerful
and thankful with your Savior? It is in the latter that you will find the sustenance you
need to live joyful, substantial lives to the glory of God and the well being of you and
your neighbor.

In His Blessings,
Pastor Karen

A SPECIAL THANK YOUE

to all of you who helped make my birthday a joy. Blessings upon each of
youl!...to our youth and children who have challenged us to be more
demonstrative and dedicated in our mission service. May they know the joy of
serving Christ themselves and find in us fellow servants in HimEto Ingrid
Clauson for taking up the coordination of the youth®s 30 hour famine. Your
efforts bore much fruit with our youth and gratitude in the heart of our church and
communityEto Don Elgin who stayed overnight during the famine and James
and Sharon Hunter for teaching about and helping the youth prepare nearly 100
sack lunches for the homeless mission at Immaculate Conception Catholic
church in Fairbanks, as well as Cathy Johnson who opened her home for a time
of prayer and reflection on world hunger. May you all know the rich blessings of
our savior in your own lives day by dayEthank you to Lind a and Dan File for
opening your home and kitchen to the young adults for a wonderful Greek style
fellowship dinner. Your hospitality was a real gift for allE

CALLING ALL YOUNG ADULTS!

It is time to take up the putter and have some fun. Come join us this May 15th,
6:30p.m. at Glo-Putt in Fairbanks for a great time of fellowship and challenge.
This group really knows how to have fun so if you are in need of laughter, some
fun and a rest from the busyness of your life this is a perfect evening for you!
See you there.



30 Hour Famine...
Over the days of April 24-25 the Youth Group participated in the 30-Hour
Famine. They starved themselves for 30 hours while helping so that others
may eat. During those 30 hours they served dinner and cleaned up at the
Rescue Mission; they participated in prayer stations at Cathy Johnson's
that provided them with information about hunger in third world countries
and the United States; they created cards to place in the sack lunches they
made and passed out at the Catholic Church by the river; they heard James
& Sharon Hunter describe the beginnings of the Soup Kitchen in Fairbanks;
and they participated in a scavenger hunt around Fairbanks to become aware
of some of the places homeless adults and children gather. Finally they
broke their fast on Saturday evening with communion with Pastor Karen and
a meal prepared by Marit Vick and their families. Each member kept a
journal of their thoughts, ideas and feelings during the famine and came up
with how they were most affected by their experience which they shared
with the congregation on Sunday. The group also challenged the
congregation and themselves to do more to help with hunger in the Tanana
Valley. These are some VERY AMAZING kids. Keep them in your prayers
as the New Hope Youth wait for a permanent youth leader.

e 2009 Famine Participants: Patrick Trometter, Erin Hughes,

Kari Hughes, Chanda File, Dakota Sharp, Caity Elgin, Alyssa Norris

BOOK GROUP

The women of New Hope have started a reading group! Anyone may
participate. So far we have read The Shack, Too Soon Old, Too Late Smart and
this months book is The Madonnas of Leningrad a novel by Debra Dean. See
Marit Vick if you would like to purchase a paperback copy of the book. We will
meet at Geri Benshoof's home on Wednesday, May 20 at 6:00 pm.

MUSICIANS

The summer season means an end to the regularly scheduled bell and vocal
choirs during the worship service. If you sing or play an instrument and would be
willing to share that gift with our church family, please let us know. It would be
wonderful to have special music for the summer services, as well as the rest of
the year.



SPRING FLING! Sunday May 17" Following Worship

Join us as we celebrate the end of another successful Sunday School Year and
the start of summer!

Please add your salads, veggies, fruit, chips, beans or other favorite dish to the
menu of hamburgers, hot dogs and polish sausages. Dessert will be strawberry
shortcake and s'mores by the fire. Entertainment is welcomed with games
including basketball and volleyball. Please contact Brenda at 488-0655 if you'd
like to bring some strawberries, shortcake or whipped cream. The meat, buns
and cold drinks will be provided by the fellowship committee.

NEW HOPE OPEN ARMS BIKE RODEO
- 11 AM - Saturday, May 30th

With joy we announce our Summer Community Event for Children and their
parents! On Saturday, May 30, we'll be hosting a fun and fabulous Bike Rodeo,
helping kids to learn bike safety, working on skills, taking training rides with
adults, and more.

Hot dogs and kid-appealing food will be available at a minimal cost. Invite
everyone with children to come to this fun and helpful event. For all kids able to
ride a bike.

Lots of helpers are needed to tend skill stations, ride with kids (have a bike &
helmet?), help with set-up and take-down, food service (see Brenda), etc.
See Dan File if you're available on the 30th for a terrific day of hosting our
community! (file@alaska.net or 488-2690)

ANNUAL NEW HOPE GARAGE SALE

Friday and Saturday,
July 10™ and 11th
8:00am to 4:00pm




DISCOUE
CANYOIR

NEW HOPE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 1 - 5, 2009
9:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.

Ministry Opportunity:

We are preparing to open our doors and hearts to our community as
we make plans for "Discovery Canyon". We're still in need of teachers
to lead several age groups of VBS kids through their days in
"Discovery Canyon", from music to crafts, games, snacks, and then to
teach a 30 minute lesson which includes student books for the kids to
use. This is a wonderful short-term mission opportunity; please
consider helping make our VBS a success and enjoying the rewards of
working with children!

See Linda File to offer your assistance (file@alaska.net or 488-2690).

Registration Begins Next Sunday:

Next Sunday, May 10, there will be a VBS table in the foyer with
registration forms and preview material. Be sure to gather
registration materials and a brochure for every child you know. They
won't want to miss this terrific summer activity!

We also need registration helpers for three afternoons, May 15, 18 &
19, as parents drive by the church on their way home from school (@
1 pm). If you're available to help with this, see Linda File.



The Outreach Committee announces —

Alaska Visitor | ndustryOs WALK FOR CHARITY

4K walk around downtown Fairbanks while feasting on fabulous food!

Friday, May 8 ©6:00 p.m.

Walk starts at Immaculate Conception Church

May 4 The New Hope Church team will be walking for
Registration
Deadline HABITAT FOR HUMANITY APOSTLE HOUSE

Adult walker registration $25
Child walker (6-12 years) $15
Late registration (after May 4) is $30 Adult/ $20 Child
See Betty Page (Tel. 488-4627) to sign up and to receive a sponsorship form.

A great opportunity to walk, talk, and eat together while helping out the Apostle House!

e

VOLU \'TFFI\\ NEEDED

V\A 4

YOUTH MISSION TEAM TO VISIT NEW HOPE

The youth group from Westminster Presbyterian Church in Olympia, Washington
is coming to New Hope Church the week of July 19-25 to conduct a summer
childrenOs program and provide assistance to the building projects on the child
development center.

The Outreach Committee is seeking volunteers to: 1) house one or more of
these teenagers and/or their chaperones/youth leaders for the week; 2) provide
transportation to and from the church each day; 3) prepare some meals; 4) help
coordinate a few tourist outings. Contact Lynne Krizek (tel. 488-1244) if you are
interested in assisting Outreach with any of these specific needs.

As one who has participated in numerous mission trips as a teenager and an
adult, the hospitality of the host church really makes the trip meaningful and
memorable. Join us in meeting new friends in Christ.



34 ~ Don Bickmeier

7t ~ Jimmy Lee Rice III, Tyler Beck

oth ~ Dick Rue & Ingrid Clauson

10th ~ Bill & Betty Page

11t ~ Carol Hughes, Danae Rice
Joe & Lori Buzby

12th ~ Kerstin Genter

13th ~ Don & Rita Trometter

15t ~ Jim Wolverton, Chelsea File

17th ~ Butch Hughes

23rd ~ Nancy McCarty, Natalie Callow

25th ~ Cora Waggoner, Ben Hughes

28th ~ Patricia Walkotte

29th ~ Ron & Marji Illingworth

315t ~ Kay Sanders

Take a look at :
www.newhopempc.com

It is a great source of updated announcements and information for our church.

New Hope Church is a spiritual body of believers in Christ who nurture Christian
disciples through reverent worship and responsive religious education.
Cultivating this ministry produces the fruits of Outreach and Witness.

» Effective worship shall unit and honor the different strands of our
congregation.
* Responsive religious education will meet all in their stages of faith and
address a variety of needs and interests.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 11:00 am
Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00am B 1:00pm
Pastor Karen’s Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
10:00am to 12:00noon and by appointment



Sunday

3

Sunday
School
9:30am
Worship 11am

Congregation
Meeting

10

Mother’s Day
Sunday
School
9:30am
Worship 11am

17

Sunday
School
9:30am
Worship 11am

SPRING FLING!

24

Worship 11am

31
Pentecost
Sunday

Worship 11am

May 2009 Calendar of Events

Monday

11

18
Council

Meeting
6:30pm

25

Trustees
6:00pm

Memorial
Day

Tuesday

12

Visitation
Team 10am

19

26

Visitation
Team 10am

Wednesday

13 14

20 21
Book Group @

Benshoof’s
6:30pm

27 28

Friday

1

Domestic
Violence
Awareness
Walk 7pm

15

Young Adults
@ Glo-Putt
6:30pm

22

29

Saturday

2

Men’s
Breakfast
8am

23

30

Men'’s
Breakfast
8am
CDC Bike
Rodeo
11am






