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PASTORôS PONDERINGS 
Summer.  A long awaited season of greening, blossoms and gardening, 
sunshine and warmth, fishing, camping, long walks amidst birdsongéa 
blessed time, right?  A time when we often tell ourselves that we donôt need 
the church, we donôt need to go to worship because we are ócommuningô in 
nature.  Yet the real concern is that we leave the relationship with Christ, 
with God unattended in poignant ways.  Listen to this passage from Luke 
according to the rich paraphrase in The Message by Eugene Peterson: (Luke 
13:23-27)  ñA bystander  said, ñMaster, will only a few be saved?ò 
He said, ñWhether few or many is none of your business.  Put your mind on 
your life with God.  The way to life ï to God ï is vigorous and requires your 
total attention.  A lot of you are going to ass ume that youôll sit down to 
Godôs salvation banquet just because youôve been hanging around the 
neighborhood all your life.  Well, one day youôre going to be banging on the 
door, wanting to get in, but youôll find the door locked and the Master 
saying, ñSorry, youôre not on my guest list.ò  ñYouôll protest, óBut weôve 
known you all our livesô, only to be interrupted with his abrupt, óYour kind 
of knowing can hardly be called knowing.  You donôt know the first thing 
about me.ô  Thatôs when youôll find yourselves out in the cold, strangers to 
graceéand wondering what happened.ò 
We can avoid such fate by remembering our Savior and his place in our lives 
while we enjoy the season before us, while we enjoy the freedoms the season 
brings to us.  We can pray and read the Bible every day and begin to see the 
world around us through Christôs eyes.  We can get ourselves to worship each 
week and participate in fellowship with other Christians to fill up our souls 
with the joy of being loved.  We can participate in mission efforts throughout 
the season either by our physical participation or by financially supporting 
those projects so that others experience the presence of Christ in their lives.  
We can keep up our giving to empower the church to be in mission and 
ministr y throughout the season whether we are physically present or not.  
This allows those around the world and especially in our own community 
who are depending upon us to find in us friends with integrity and 
accountability, who are willing to be with them thr ough the thick and thin of 
life.  
Our relationship with God requires our total attention.  So remember 
throughout your days to be in continual prayer and welcoming in the Christ 
who guides us in our life choices and rejoices in our desire to be one with 
him . 

 
Have a great and safe season and enjoy the holy dance of faith with our God. 

 
Blessings, Pastor Karen  
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Sunday, May 16, is Spring Fling - Sunday School Finale and BBQ!  
 

We will meet for Sunday School  at 9:30 in the sanctuary, then go on to our final class of the 
2009-2010 year. Morning Worship will highlight our children and those who work with them 

as well as our adult teachers.  
 

Fellowship will host a BBQ following the service on our back deck in ou r beautiful fenced 
yard just outside the back C.E. Wing.   Please bring your favorite picnic item or 

items.....salads, desserts, fresh veggies, beans, etc.   Fellowship will provide the rest.  
 

Please bring the Fish Banks you've been filling to turn in for th e                                       
"One Great Hour of Sharing" offering                                                                                 

which goes to help suffering people throughout the world.  

 
 

Register Now for VBS  

"Galactic Blast"  

 

Dates: June 7 -  11, Monday ́ Friday 

9:30 am -  12:30 pm 

 

Stop in the foyer to register your 

childre n and receive a copy of the 

VBS music CD. When VBS orbits 

around, you'll already know the 

music! 

 

Be sure to take invites and 

registration forms for all the 

families and kids in your galaxy. 

 

Additional help is still needed. Please 

stop at the table and give your name 

to our director, Geri Benshoof, so 

she can fi t you into the VBS Team!  
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New Hope's Summer Schedule Begins  

May 23 - Worship 9:30 AM 

 
With the end of the public school year, we begin our 

summer worship schedule.  

There will be no Sunday School, and Morning Worship 
will move to 9:30 am to give everyone plenty of time 

for R & R as you enjoy our wonderful Interior Alaskan 
Summers!  

Come for an hour of worship (nursery will still be 
available) and stay connected with the church family 

here at New Hope. 

 
Fall Sunday School Classes for children and adults 

will begin August 22, with the start of the public 
school calendar. 

 

 

 

Summer Musicians Needed    

 Pentecost Sunday, May 23, begins our Summer 

Worship hours with the 9:30 a.m. service.   This 

day also usually ends the music provided for 

worship by the choirs.   Special music provides a 

message and a beauty to the worship services 

that we would like to have continue during the 

summer.   If you would be able to share your love 

of music as a part of worship, please let Lori 

know in the church office so it is scheduled and 

can be printed in the bulletin.  

Thank you.  

~Worship Committee  
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  NEW HOPE CHURCHõS 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday and Saturday  

June 25th and 26 th  

 

We want to RECYCLE YOUR TREASURES! 

 Hardware and gardening tools  

 Clean, reusable kitchen utensils, dishes, glassware  

 Furniture in good condition  

 Clothingéchildren and adults 

 Appliancesémust work  

 Books (no magazines, please) 

 Toys, games, videos 

 Other òsaleableó treasures 

 Please no computers, etcé 

Please bring your items to the church AFTER Vacation Bible School.  

Place them under the coat racks.  Large items should be brought June 

23-24.  Set -up will be Thursday, June 24 th  beginning at 1:00.  

Volunteers are welcome for all three days.  Contact Brenda after    

June 9 th  at 488 -0655 for more information.   

A bake sale for the Church School will also be held, donations welcome.  
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New Hope Church School 
New Hope Church School is a non-profit preschool and before & after school ministry for 

young children and their families.  It is our goal to support and assist parents in the 
North Pole community in the all-important task of raising children. We offer a religious 

education program to help children learn and thrive in a safe, healthy and Christ-
centered environment. 

 

 

Our current director, Nicole Pugh, will be 
relocating this summer.  We are in the process 

of hiring a new director for the school.  

 If interested, please check the New Hope 
website (newhopempc.com) for job 

requirements and application.   

Pass the word to interested candidates. 

 

Registration for fall classes has begun! 

Operational hours:  7am to 1:30pm 

Options being offered include 2 and 4 day 
preschool and before care for kindergarten. 

Please help spread the word of our 
wonderful school! 

 

 

 

 

 

North Pole King & Queen with the Easter Bunny at 

the Annual NHCS Community Egg Hunt 

 

School 

Director 

Needed 
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Athletes In Action , ( AIA Fire ), of the Alaska League NBC 

Baseball League, will be in town for their ninth season, sharing 

home field with the Alaska Goldpanners from June 21 thru 

July 31. This is a Christian baseball team made up of college 

baseball players from around the country. Host families are 

once again needed to house these young men. The local area 

Church families housed the majority of these players the last 9 

years and that is what we are trying to accomplish again. 

www.aiabaseball.org If you are interested please contact Don 

Duke at 488-9779 or email dduke2@att.net 

 

OFFICE AND WORSHIP INFORMATION 

                 Sunday Worship Service: 9:30am (5/23) 

                       Sunday School:  resumes 8/22 

 

     Church Office Hours:  Tuesday - Friday 9:00am ï 1:00pm 

                          Pastor Karenôs Office Hours: 

                          Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

                10:00am to 12:00pm or by appointment 

 

              New Hope Methodist Presbyterian Church 

                               2371 Bradway Road 

                           North Pole, Alaska 99705 

                                   (907) 488-9191 

 

                       newhope@mosquitonet.com 

                          www.newhopempc.com 

 

 

Please do your part to support the Fellowship and Worship Committees 

by signing up to provide fellowship after worship or be a worship 

volunteer on Sundays.  

 The sign-up calendars are located on the wall in the narthex.   

Thank you! 
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May 

3rd ~ Don Bickemier 

7th ~ Jimmy Rice III, Tyler Beck  

10th ~ Danita Orr  

11th ~ Danae Rice, Carol Hughes 

12th ~ Kerstin Genter 

15th ~ Jim Wolverton, Chelsea File 

16th ~ Kaiya Weber 

17th ~ Butch Hughes 

23rd ~ Nancy McCArty 

25th ~ Ben Hughes 

31st ~ Kay Sanders, Gideon Rice 

 

June 

5th ~ Jan Stables 

8th ~ Don Dahlke 

10th ~ Mark Marshall 

11th  ~Gloria Johnson 

15th ~ Cheryl Sanders, Braedon 

VanderZanden 

18th ~ Diane Jewkes 

19th ~ Mathijs Beks 

26th ~ Ingrid Clauson 

27th ~ Troy Orr  

29th ~ Betty Page, Evelyn Marshall, Bob Miller 

 

July 

2nd ~ Alyssa Norris 

3rd ~ Hannah Wolverton 

5th ~ Robin Marshall 

6th ~ Burgenne Illingworth, Christian Orr  

7th ~ Ken Austin, Ron Illingworth  

9th ~ Kathy Bird 

10th ~ Barbara OôConnor, Colten Bengs, 

13th ~ Erin Hughes 

20th ~ Deb Beck, Donna Reese 

22nd ~ MariAna Beks 

26th ~ Arlene Cavanuagh 

28th ~ Darcey Sharp 

31st  ~Beverly Ross 

 

 

 

May 

9th ~ Dick Rue & Ingrid Clauson  

10th ~ Bill & Betty Page 

11th ~ Joe & Lori Buzby 

13th ~Don & Rita Trometter  

29th ~ Ron & Marji Illingworth  

 

June 

1st ~ Keith & Kerstin Genter  

3rd ~ Robert & Maureen Hansen 

4th ~ Don & Lori Elgin  

6th ~ Jim & Arlene Cavanuagh 

10th ~ Richard & Beverly Ross 

11th ~ Ryan & Jenna Hulst 

20th ~ Lyndal & Mary Rozelle  

21st ~ Lyle & Sylvia Jenkins 

24th ~ Joe & Lynne Krizek 

27th ~ Jim & Jane Anderson 

 

July 

2nd ~ Tim & Jenny Benhs 

5th ~ Chris & Liz Beks, Carl & Jeannette Gaul, 

          Joe & Klari Schruf 

8th ~ Winn & Gloria Johnson  

22nd ~ James & Sharron Hunter 

 

 

 

On lifeõs busy thoroughfares 

We meet with angels unawares- 

So, Father, make us kind and wise 

So we may always recognize 

The blessings that are ours to take, 

The friendships that are ours to make 

If we but open our heartõs door wide 

To let the sunshine of love inside. 

                                        ~ Helen Steiner Rice 
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