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Pastor’'s Ponderings...

Thanksgiving. A full blown celebration of joy and awe for our
God who is faithful and true. A giving of ourselves in all ways to God
with thanks for the abundance with which God has lavished God’s love
and mercy upon us.

“On your #£e Does that connect in your life at all? Singing, laughing, dancing,
applaud God! shouting? Do you find your spirit giving in to the growing darkness or
Bring a gift of are you finding your foot tapping to the rhythm of the beat of God’s

heart and the music of heaven? Are you turning on the light around
you so that you can be better reminded of the light within?

As the seasons change and winter seems to be taking hold with
the falling snow, it is vital that you allow yourself to look up and out in
these months. Vital because when we get depressed we tend to
physically as well as emotionally and spiritually fold into ourselves.
The problem with that posture is that it closes out the freedom of
movement and the exposure to needed light that frees joy to well up
within us. It makes our muscles tight and rigid which intensifies any
pain we may have instead of relaxed and flexible. It also makes it very

laughter, sing
yourselves into his
presence.

Know this: God is
God, and God, God.

God made us; we

di dn’ t ma k €
We’' re God’ s

God’' s -temdet |

sheep. difficult to reach out to another person who may need you to be
Enter with the Christ’s light in that moment through your smile and caring, through
password: your willingness to fill the Food Pantry with food so those hungry
“Thank Yy o donthavetobe. Looking up and out allows us to more fully praise
Make yourselves at God and lift up our thanksgiving for just how blessed we are.
home, talking praise. And we are blessed. We have a home. A roof over our heads.
Thank God. Worship We have food on the table and in our bellies. We have access to health
God. care though affording it may be a real question. We have a church
For God is sheer family who cares. Who want to be Christ’s arms and feet, Christ’s
beauty, all -generous heart and lips in each other’s lives as well as the world around us.
in love, loyal always Which is another way of thanking God. By helping our brothers and
and ever . Ssisters ourneighbors when help is needed. By daring to love even
when it hurts because Christ has called us to.
Ps. 100, The Message So as we come into the holidays it is appropriate that we find in

the middle thanksgiving. [ pray you find it in your middle. And from
that place get on your feet and praise God! Allow yourself to be joyful
even when life’s circumstances seem to say differently and when you
feel yourself folding inward, do something for someone else. Do
anything that is helpful to another and see if your spirit doesn’t rise a
little and your find yourself facing the sheer beauty that is God
altogether.

Blessings for a gracious Thanksgiving, Pastor Karen

by Eugene Peterson




ALL CHURCH CONFERENCE
This Sunday
November 1, 2009

This Sunday at 5p.m. we will
gather in the fellowship hall for
our Annual All Church
Conference with our new United
Methodist Superintendent, the
Rev. Dave Beckett joined by our
Presbyterian Executive
Presbyter, the Rev. Curt Karns.

This is a potluck event, so
please bring your favorite dish to
share! Dinner will be from
5:00pm to 5:45pm at which
time our meeting will begin.
This will be a time of celebrating
our ministry, praying for our
challenges, give thanksgiving for
our successes, voting in our
of ficers and se

salary for next year which are
United Methodist requirements.

An All Church Conference
allows for everyone who is a
part of our New Hope fellowship
to have a voice and vote in the
meeting. That means you! So
please make plans to come and
join in the fun of lifting up our
past and anticipating our future
together.
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Report from Presbytery Meetings
Representati®nn Illingworth

The Fall Stated Meetings of the Yukon Presbytery
occurred in Barrow the weekend of October 9 -10 at the
Utquagvik Presbyterian Church. This church is now 110
years old and is one of the oldest churches in Alaska.

The Yukon Presbytery, one of two Presbyteries in
Alaska, consists of 23 churches and has 2653
members, 25 pastors, 11 CLPs, and conducts services
in 4 languages; Siberian Yupik, Inupiag, Korean and
English. However, at this Presbytery meeting we added
Tayan, the language spoken by the Tayal peoples of
Taiwan.

During the meetings on Friday and Saturday we had
many celebrations:

e The Presbyterian pa rticipation in the disaster
response to the spring flooding on the Yukon,
including the rebuilding of homes in Eagle and
Tanana

e The commitment of New Hope Church to provide
support for parents and youth through the New
Hope Church School

e The participation of Yukon Presbytery churches
in Earth Care including the upcoming 350
Celebration 0

e Lisa Eldridge & nine year ministry with Camp
Bingle

e Chapel in the Mountains Jubilee Celebration of
50 years in ministry in Anuktuvik Pass

e The signing of a covenant relation ship agreement
with the Tayal Presbytery of Taiwan

| also had the opportunity to attend the meeting of the

Presbyterian Women & organization which was meeting
simultaneously with the Presbytery and to talk with
them about their goals, vision, and particip  ation
opportunities.

Business included discussions involving the 2010
budget proposal, the Tayal Presbytery Covenant
agreement, the examination and acceptance of a new
associate pastor at 1 st Presbyterian of Anchorage and
the election of a new chair fort he Mission in Action
Committee.

The highlight of the weekend would have to include the
opportunity to celebrate with the community of Barrow
the taking of two whales and watching Pastor Karen
along with another pastor, wade into the Arctic Ocean.
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Thanksgiving r and Auctions

Saturda y, November 14, 2009

Dinner: 5:30 Silent Auction :5:15 Live Auction : 7:00

Live and Silent Auction Items
Theme baskets, Oguyso6 table itishgo(boal s, cons
treasures, etc.), c hi | dr e n &dfts, étd € ms ,
Call Ingrid (488-1533) or Brenda (488 -0655) f or more information

Your Favorite Thanksgiving Dish

Sign up on the sheet by the ramp

Entries in the 0O0Best Thanks

Sign up on the sheet near the ramp

Community Folk to Come to the Auction
Please invite friends, co -workers and friends to the Community Auction at 7:00
Our 5:30 dinner is for New Hope Families due to space

Live Auction to Honor Mark oVannad Sa
Auction goers are invited to wear over alls or a ball cap in memory of Mark
Our auctioneer will be Jim Hunter assisted by Jim Wolverton

COME JOI N US FOR A TI ME OF GI VI NG THANKS FOR AL

AND
TO ENJOY FELLOWSHIP AND FUN WITH OTHERS
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Sunday School at New Hope

OThi s our wi sdom, t dohm@lvih e a1

November Adult Class Electives:

0 L u Kreodigh the Biblen&hiilyr and Brenda WoBeatmreompleting the Gosg
going into its companion book, o1
time. Meets in the large fellowship hall in our new C.E. Wing. Study Guidt

New Class 11/1, AEverything Mus:tBodkIstadyge
with Jeannette Gaul. Author Brian McLaren asks the
guestion, AHow do t he | i f e and
address the most critical global problems in our world

t oday ? a@ompelling book; not for the faint - hearted.
Book available at first class ($10)

Meets in the foyer.

AFai thlinkso: Ongoing class on
Beverly Ross, facilitati ng-:maileabweé
i n preparation for Sunday 6s Faskirmtn
groupdiscussions and interaction.

AFaith Matters for Young Adul t s;
Ongoing class for post high school young adults

t hrough t he 300 s-provoking discugdions about

the choices you make or will be making in your life.
Taught by Pastor Karen, meets in the Cry Room just

outside Sanctuary. This group also meets one Friday

evening each month at Alaska Coffee Roasters on Geist

Road in Fairbanks.

Contemporary Choir: Ongoing practice time forrtrafshevarglnddeabd et
music during each weekOos morning
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November Chil drends and Yo

From the Christian Education Chairé.
The importance of children in the worship service

At New Hope we still offeBtnwalay morning events: we have Sunday School, and we have Morning Worst
seem so, but i n todayo6és church world that i s s«

Webre seeing a trend i-tmaditomal)awaydronuarsephrate SuriddynSahdeitht cias
for children only, offered during adult wBslnigls pretty convenientforowrtinreel | enged | i ves
havendét we gone that direction?

Herebs something to think ahbldwilltstay withithe bheirchbag e tidulpis at
worship as a child. o (Kent Smith, ABut W)Thdsare |
compelling words. Even though it seems more convenient to takeuhefdahiddsanctuary for their own service
research (Barna, 2001) shows that fia majority th
p.17).0ncenanor shi p service att endeybegandoutomaff e attertdanee, notdi
place in the regular service.

Il n the cited article, Smith proposes that i rthemnt
from worship made returning to worshipftatiar and foreign to them because they had not experienced th
service in all its fullness. They were not drawn back to it because they had no memory of its practices.

At New Hope, we welcome children in the Worship Serndcen Thiel@kelein 6 s Ser mon ando
helpsPreK througfhgr ader s understand the Pastorés ser mon
congregation.

In the Sunday School opening, our children are invited to sing fobthéhsaimontary and to serve as liturgists i
may learn and feel themselves a part of all that takes place in that familiar place of worship. The feaatbac
adults help them to see that they too have a place in the lifehof ihé&Sahday School, the children learn the st
our faith, memorize scripture, and have fun doing crafts, enjoying snack, and forming important relationst

So, | give thanks for a church that Hoddisttee Sunday School hour and the ¢/ drfarship hour, making a place
each for the children. We are not botheredeby
sounds as the-pyoduct of a growing congregation.

Soon some of our younger childrenmvdleei ng i nt o taking the sacr amen
learned its meaning in Sunday School and from their parents. We look forward to the baptism of every ni
ourselves to nourish them in their growing taithd support one another in t

of tomorrow; they are the church of today.

-Linda File, Christian Education Chair

If you are interested in baptism for your child, or confirmation for your young person,
please talk with Pastor Karen.
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FYI from the Outreach Committee -' - 'f-
Commuinity
Please take special note of the information of the u eoc

Thanksgiving Dinner Boxes for area families in need.
It is our hope that New Hope Church can once again provide a festive meal for 50 families!
Questions? Contact Lynne Krizek (479-1279) or Ingrid Clauson (488-1533).

New Hope Church is continuing its covenant relationship with the Unalaska Methodist
Church. This is in connection with the UMC Advance Gift priority mission to Alaska Native
Ministries. The yearly amount is based on the formula: number of members of NHC x $5.00
each divided by half the congregation (since we are a two denomination church). Outreach
is in communication with Rev. Dan Wilcox, pastor of the Unalaska Methodist Church. A
recent need he expressed was for winter coats for a family. Outreach purchased the coats at
Valu Village and mailed them to the church.

There will be large Thanksgiving cards circulating before worship services for all New Hope
members and friends to sign for our sister churches dthe Unalaska Methodist Church and the
Kaktovik Presbyterian Church. Be sure to look for it, sign your name and show these
congregations that New Hope Church has them in our thoughts and prayers.

There will be an informational meeting on the prospect of taking a work team to Kaktovik
Alaska in July 2010. The meeting will be held in Classroom B in the education wing during
the Sunday School hour on Sunday, November 15 starting after the opening exercises. A
video taken last summer will be shown. It reveals the great need for improvements. If you
want to attend your regular Sunday School class but wish to know about the work team
mission, please contact Lynne Krizek. Notes of the meeting will be routed to you.

The annual Peacemaking Offering of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. was collected during
the month of October. The Outreach committee has earmarked this offering for the
purchase of items needed by local teenagers in the school district identified as being
homeless. Leona Aldridge of the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District will keep
Outreach abreast of the needs. To protect the privacy of the students, all items will be
di stributed through Leonads office.

Remember the on-going mission projects of the Outreach Committee:

4™ Sunday of the month &donations collected for the North Pole food pantry
Contact person dBetty Page (tel. 488-4627)

Athleticpants (chi |l drends si zedrmededmtandhéasgbkdo
local elementary schools
Contact person dKarla Moore (tel. 488-2368)

School supplies and travel size hygiene products dfor local school children in need
Contact person dLynne Krizek (479-1279)
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Youth Group Scoop!

If you know any teenagers in grades
7-12 who are interested in a n ight

of fellowship and fun, invite them to
spend a Friday wi!
Youth Group! We meet every Friday
from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. Activities
include food, games, conversation

and fellowship as fellow Christians!

The Youth Group will be busy this
next mont h. We 0 | | b
the Outreach Committee to help
provide hygiene kits to homeless
teens in the | ocal
helping pack Thanksgiving boxes

later this month.

|l t6s not al l wor k
At the end of the month,
we 01 | be havi
together and then

watching the Nanooks

play a game of hockey,
November 27 ", at the
Carlson Center!

Looking forward to it!

If I change my thinking,
| will change my feelings.
If I change my feelings,
| will change my actions.
If | change my actions,
| will change my life.

LOGOS

New Hopeds LOGOS pi
officially kicked off, and we need your
hel p! Dondt expactryqu,
to do it alll by your
have to commit to a weekly routine!

The areas that need help each week are:
Snacks
Worship/Bible Story
Crafts/Games
Dinner
Table Deans

The dates remaining this semester are:
November 4, 11, 18, 25
Dece mber 2,9,16

Every week has a different theme, so
check in with us if one of them catches
your eyeé

We will be gone for the November 4 ™

Meeting of LOGOS so we are looking
for people to help in all areas of
LOGOS.

If you know a child in grades 1 ' through
6" grade that would be interested in a
night of fun activities, bible stories and
fellowship, then bring them by! LOGOS
takes place every Wednesday from 3:45
to 6:30 PM. We will start the second
semester of LOGOS in the middle of

January.
fyoudre interested it
you have a child wh

joining our LOGOS program, please
contact Danita or Troy Orr at 372 -3065
or email Danita 99@yahoo.com _for more
information.
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Celebrating Thanksgiving in North Pole

BE THANKFUL & Each of us can look at
our own lives and that of those around
us and know that we have so much we
should be thankful for. Our church
went through a major renovation this
summer. We have a much nicer
looking facility, but what is more
important, we have the opportunity to
provide a ser  vice to our community. We
are able to provide quality education
and care in a safe, cheery environment
for that which is most valuable to us
our children. Make a list of all the
good things in your life. Look at it
every day and praise God.
Al . AE

Tbcmksgz'ving

Annual Thanksgiving Eve Service
November 25, 2009 at 7:00pm

Any and all are invited to join the North Pole Ministerial
Alliance as we gather at St. Nicholas Catholic Church
on St. Nicholas Drive in North Pole. The new pastor at
Lord of Life Lutheran Church will  be our preacher, the
Rev. Amanda Kempthorne.  The offering will be for our
local Food Pantry. All people are encouraged to
bring non-perishable food items so that we can

restock the shelves for the critical need month of

December and beyond. We will also take up a
monetary offering. So come join us for a joyous time
of lifting our thanks for the many blessings we have

been given.

The evening includes a pie and coffee social

Thank God for Little Things

Thank you, God,
for little things
That often come our way -
The things we take for
granted
But dondét ment
we pray-
The unexpected courtesy,
The thoughtful, kindly deed -
A hand reached out to help us
In the time of sudden need -
Oh make us more aware,
dear God,
Of little daily graces
That come to us with
osweet surpr
From never -dreamed -of places.

~Helen Steiner Rice



http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95095075
http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93008473

1 IanNSgIving

FOOD BOXES FOR FAMILIES MORTH POLE

Join us for our second annual Food Boxes for North Pole Families! We have
already ordered 50 turkeys and 50 pies. It will cost approximately $50 dollars
for each box, less if you shop the upcoming sales.

THE LIST: (enough for a family of f ive)

15 820 lb turkey (The turkeys have been preordered through Jim Anderson at Safeway and
will be added to your box on distribution day.)

____instant mashed potatoes @ _____brown & serve dinner rolls

____gravy mix __ stuffing mix ____can cranberry sauce

___cool whip ____green beans ___corn

__ loaf of bread ____peanut butter __Thanksgiving plates
& napkins

Pre-baked pie
(The pies have been preordered through Jim Anderson at Safeway so no need to buy one when
grocery shopping. The pie will be added to your box on distribution day.)

Have your items ready to deliver to  the church on Sunday, November 15th
Pl ease use a sturdy o6fruitd box with a | id i

Questions, call Lynne Krizek, Outreach chair at 479-1279,
Ingrid Clauson at 488-1533, or Jim Hunter at 488-4282

Yes, | would like to provide a complete Thanksgiving box .
(This implies that you do the grocery shopping and deliver the items to the church.)

Yes, | would like to donate money towards the turkey/pie purchases.
Makechec k out to New Hope Church with otur

Yes, | would like to be part of a group of people to provide a box.

Name or Group Name

Phone Number e-mail

THE YOUTH GROUP, OUTREACH AND THE WOMENOS C
BOXES ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21st

olt is more blessed to give than recei



g:. =

’ - ﬁ-.
APEEEN \?}A
ANNIVERSARIES
1° ~ Jenna Hulst
5™ ~ Lyle Jenkins, Kari Hughes
8" ~ Joe Shedd & Irma Gallagher
9™ ~ Carl Gaul
10™ ~ Jenny Bengs
12™ ~ Cindy Corcoran
14" ~ Curt & Jan Stables
16 ™ ~ Bud Howell
18" ~ Bill Page
20™ ~ Don Trometter
21° ~ Dennis & Karen Martin Tichenor
24 "™ ~ Klari Galath Schruf
25™ ~ Lynne Krizek
26" ~ Irma Gallagher
27" ~ Jesse & Amy VanderZanden
28 ™ ~ Carl Johnson

Operating Budget Status as of
10/31/2009

Income: $170,556.15
Expenses: $180,796.99
$-10,240.84

ol EWUHRDSHP

UPDATE

A Note from the
First of all we want to say a big
THANK YOU to all who gave 10% of
their PFD. We have collected about
$4500 so f arnoplatato c
donate. Also, the Circuit Rider starts
November 1* and hopes to conclude
by November 14™. When you get the
packet try to keep it moving. Lyman
Benshoof will have all the packets for
you. Thank you for your time and
effort in doing this.

The Trustees:
Arlene, Jim, Lyman, Ron & Tim
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Worship Schedule and Other Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Sunday School LOGOS
9:30am Quilters 10am Church 3:45-6:30 Bells 6:00pm
Worship 11am School Board Choir 7:00pm
All Church Meeting
Meeting 5pm 6:30pm
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Vet erandd LOGOS Count Your
Sunday School 3:45-6:30 Bells 6:00pm Blessings
9:30am Quilters 10am Choir 7:00pm Dinner &
Worship 11am Auctions
5:30pm
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Quilters 10am LOGOS
Sunday School ' 3:45-6:30 Bells 6:00pm Young
9:30am Council Choir 7:00pm | Adults @ AK
Worship 11am Meeting Coffee Co
6:30pm 6:30pm
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Sunday School LOGOS
9:30am Quilters 10am 3:45-6:30
Thanksgiving Ecumenical
Sunday . .
Worship 11am Trust_ees Se_rwce @ St. | Thanksgiving
Meeting Ni ckds
29 30
Sunday School | Quilters 10am
9:30am
Hymn Sing
Sunday
Worship 11am
SINGING IN THE SEASON OF ADVENT

That means we will have our

November 29is a 5 " Sunday.

Sunday of Advent. Be thinking about what you want to sing, find those page

numbers and come ready to call them out so that we can sing with joy in preparation
for the coming of the Christ child, rejoice in the living Ch

5" Sunday Hymn Sing for worship. It is also the first

rist and lift praise for our
faithful Savior who has risen to show us our salvation and the way home.
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